11 MAY 2002
Mahat hi r - War ni ng
BN MAY WN W TH BI GGER MAJORI TY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

SHAH ALAM May 11 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sounded a
war ni ng to the opposition parties today that the Bari san Nasi onal (BN) may
win with a bigger mgjority in the next general election.

"The opposition parties should be afraid because their tine will conme
soon, " the prime mnister said at Unno's 56t h anni versary cel ebrati ons at
St adi um Mal awati, here.

He said that in 1999 "when the people hated the governnent” the BN was
prepared to hold the general election and won with a three-quarter majority
in the Dewan Rakyat.

"This time, people say that we are weak and will fall. Wait for another
el ection.

"To the opposition parties, the people and i ssues that you have made
use of are no | onger issues in our country," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the Umo president and BN chai rman, said the
BN governnent | ed by Umo was not afraid to hold the el ection at any tine.

He sai d that since | ndependence, 10 general el ections had been held
before the expiry of the termof the ruling party.

Referring to the 15,000-strong crowd that had turned up for the
celebrations and their high spirit, Dr Mahathir said: "Look at today's
gat hering, wait and see."

He al so said that Umo, with its partners in the BN, had the efficiency
and ability to devel op the country.

It was a mi sconception to assune that any governnent coul d devel op t he
country like the BN governnent.

"That is shallow, stupid thinking froma frog under the coconut shell, "
he said.

Dr Mahat hir said that sonme countries had gai ned i ndependence at about
the sanme tine as Mal aysi a but had not achei ved devel opnent and were even
nore backward than when they under colonial rule.

He said that although there were nany factors that coul d cause raci al
di sunity the BN governnment was able to overcone them

"In the BN we don't try to sol ve prol bens t hrough viol ent and
i rresponsi bl e means. I nstead we negotiate nicely,” he said.

He | i kened the BN s way of solving problens to pulling a thread through
flour where the thread woul d be safe and the flour woul d fall back into
pl ace.

Later, at a media conference, he said the BN woul d do whatever it could
to ensure victory in the next general election but everything rested in
God' s hands.

Asked whet her the general el ection would be held at any tinme, he said:
"You cone to ne one by one, | wll tell."

Present at the gathering were Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahmad Badawi , Umo | eaders and several BN conponent | eaders incl udi ng MCA
president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel | u.
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