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Mahat hi r- St rong
BN PARTI ES MUST BE STRONG FOR NATI ONAL UNI TY

KUALA LUWMPUR, July 27 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that the Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent parties nust be strong to
mai ntain the close ties anmong the races in the country.

The prine minister said that when the party or | eader was weak, they
woul d be easily attracted to extrem smto get support and when t hat
happened, the other BN conponent parties would al so resort to raci al
extremsmto fight anong thensel ves.

Al'l this woul d weaken the BN and enabl e t he opposition parties to wn
by default, he said.

"Remenber, if we have a small mnority, we cannot be firmin
adm ni stering the country. A weak admi ni stration cannot tackl e raci al
probl ens, " he sai d when openi ng the MCA general assenbly, here.

He said that in Ml aysia, the opposition parties were radical and
intolerant and i f they came i nto power, the country woul d change as had
happened i n Kel antan and Ter engganu under PAS rul e.

"The country will becone backward and t he people will feel pressured.
There' |l be no cultural freedomor religious freedomfor those who don't
share their sentinents,"” Dr Mahathir, who is al so the BN chai r man, sai d.

He said that because of this, the BN could not allowits conmponent
parties, especially the big ones, to be weakened by i nternal
m sunder st andi ngs and tol erance nust be given priority to resolve the
probl em

The party had to win, not any one side, and the party would win if
priority was givento it and not to the | eaders or groups within the party,
he said.

He sai d any di spute anong the BN conponents and their | eaders woul d
only all owextrenm st factions to gain influence and grow.

"Don't think that the BN cannot be defeated. It can be defeated not
because the opposition parties are stronger or better but because of the
weakness of the BN and its conponent parties,” he said.

He said the opposition had tried to copy the BN concept but were unabl e
to maintain their cooperation because they were extrem st parties.

The DAP, he said, had pulled out of the opposition front and Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia were there in name only.

"They exi st because they can be used by PAS. After they outgrow their
useful ness, they will be discarded," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was clear that a coalition |ike the BN could only
be produced fromnoderate and strong parties.

He al so said that his successor, Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi ,
should followtradition in the appoi nt mrent of nenbers of the cabinet so
that all the conponent parties representing all the races inthe country
wer e represent ed.

"Not hi ng has been written down about these things in full in our
Constitution. It is atradition we follow It is atradition that has
enabl ed us to effect changes in the | eadershi p of the governnent snoothly,
which is inportant for our stability and prosperity.

"So | hope the MCAw Il uphold this tradition and give its fullest
support to Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi when he takes over to becone
the newPrinme Mnister, the fifth Prine Mnister of Mal aysi a," he added.
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