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BN reaches consensus (HL)

Ram an Said; M Jeffri Razali; Patrick Sennyah

PORT KLANG Tues. - Barisan Nasional conponent parties today reached a
consensus on the proposal to use English in the teaching of Mathematics
and Science in schools fromnext year, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d today.

It is learnt that the consensus was that the two subjects be taught in
English at secondary school s.

The consensus was reached at a neeting of BN conponent party |eaders
held earlier in the norning at Abdullah's Putrajaya office.

"They conveyed to nme their stand and | told themthat | would convey it
to the Prine Mnister who is the BN chairnman.”

He said this after his visit to North Port, where he | aunched Cont ai ner
Term nal 3 and Super post panamax cranes at Warf 12.

It is understood that Abdullah will brief Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
t onor r ow nor ni ng.

Abdul | ah, the BN deputy chairnman, said Dr Mahathir woul d determ ne the
time he would neet with the BN conmponent party | eaders.

Asked about the consensus, Abdullah said: "I amnot at liberty to revea
anything. | think it is unfair and inappropriate for ne to announce what
transpired before | brief the Prime Mnister."

Asked if there was a need for BN Chi nese-based parties to neet again,
Abdul | ah said that was up to them "To ne, today's neeting is sufficient.”

He expressed confidence that Dr Mahathir would study the new devel opnment
but declined to specul ate on the outcone.

He advised BN | eaders not to get into a public spat on the matter. He
was referring to the nane-calling that erupted yesterday between Gerakan
president Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai k and Peopl e's Progressive Party
presi dent Datuk M Kayveas.

Sources said the neeting with Abdull ah today was because of the
unpl easant ness that had arisen between the two.

Earlier in Mal acca today, Abdullah said the neeting in his office was
cordi al

"But personally, | hope that whatever neetings that transpire after this
bet ween t he BN conponent |eaders and Dr Mahathir will give rise to a
positive outcone."

The BN conponent parties were represented by either their president or
representative at the nmeeting which began about 8. 30am

Abdul | ah said BN | eaders shoul d not nmake contradictory statenents on the
matter that caused confusion anong the people. Such statenents gave rise
to m sunder st andi ngs anbng conponent parti es.

"W do not want these statenents to cause greater confusion and
m sunder st andi ng, " he said, adding that everyone present at the neeting
was gi ven a chance to voice his opinion

"So there is no longer a need to nmake further statenents on the nmatter

"If a discussion has to be held to find a solution, then hold it. But
sol utions cannot be obtained from making statements in the Press.”

Abdul | ah was in Ml acca to close the two-day Council of Former Waki
Rakyat Conventi on.

In his speech he said the Governnent's plan to use English to teach
Mat hemati cs and Sci ence was a good nove, aimed at inproving the students’
command of the | anguage, especially anong Mal ay students.

And it would ensure that they excelled in Mathematics and Science. "In



bot h Sci ence and Mathematics, English is the dom nant | anguage. By doi ng
this, it is hoped that our students will be able to master both subjects,”
he sai d.
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