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BN resol ves English issue (HL)
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KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Barisan Nasional today resolved the issue of
teachi ng Sci ence and Mathematics in English when Chinese-based conponent
parties agreed to the inplenmentation of the policy in national-type

Chi nese primary schools from Standard One next year.

The BN supreme council neeting also agreed to the request fromthe four
parties that slight nodifications be allowed for the inplenentation of the
policy in Chinese schools.

MCA, GCerakan, Sabah Progressive Party and Sarawak United People's Party
had requested that certain periods be reduced to accommpdate the teaching
of the two subjects in English, apart from additional periods for English
Language.

At the same time, the two subjects would still be taught in Mandarin.

The nodifications for Chinese schools would see 15 periods allocated for
Mandarin be reduced to 12 per week, while a period each would be reduced
for Physical Education and Moral Education.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who chaired the two-hour
BN supreme council neeting, said four extra periods would al so be added,

i ncreasing the nunber of periods from46 to 50 per week.

"This will mean we have an extra nine periods per week, four of which
will be used to teach Mathematics in English; three for the teaching of
Science in English and two new periods for English.”

Speaking to reporters after the nmeeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre,
Dr Mahathir said: "The present six periods used to teach Mathematics in
Mandarin and three to teach Science in Mandarin will be retained.”

Dr Mahathir stressed that these nodifications would not affect the
nunber of periods allocated for teachi ng Bahasa Ml aysia in Chinese
primary schools, which remains at nine per week.

He said these nodifications also neant that primary Chinese schools
students would have to take their Science and Mat hematics school
exam nations in Mandarin and Engli sh.

MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik later explained that as far
as the national exam nation of Uian Penilaian Sekol ah Rendah (UPSR) was
concerned, the Chinese parties would leave it to the Education Mnistry to
deci de.

Dr Mahathir said these nodifications were presented to the BN suprene
council by Dr Ling, who is also the spokesman for the four parties.

There are five Chinese-based parties in the BN, including the Liberal
Denocratic Party. The LDP had prior to this said it would support whatever
deci si on made by the Federal Cabinet on the matter.

Details of the nodifications were that the 50 periods for Chinese
school s next year would consist of nine periods for Bahasa Ml aysi a;
Engl i sh Language (two); Mandarin (12); Mathematics in Mandarin (six);

Mat hematics in English (four); Science in Mandarin (three); Science in
English (three); Mral Education (four); Physical Education (twd), Misic
(two); Art (two) and school assenbly (one).

Asked if this nmeant that the issue had been resolved with the Chinese-
based parties, Dr Mahathir said: "As far as the BN is concerned, the issue
is settled. However, | believe the Opposition and the Dong Ji ao Zhong
(Chi nese educationists association) will exploit it. They will not agree
wi t h anyt hi ng. "

Dr Mahathir said the nodifications would be used in Chinese primry



schools for the next four to five years.

Asked if the nodifications would i npose an extra burden on the students,
the Prime Mnister said this was the best conprom se the BN coul d nake
wi t hout conpletely rejecting the proposals fromthe Chi nese conponent
parties.

Further asked if he expected any simlar demands fromthe Mal ay
community, Dr Mahathir said: "That is left to the Malay | eaders whet her
they want to burden their children

"Umo had earlier decided sonething slightly different, but for the sake
of BN unity, |, as a representative of Umo and ny col | eagues present
here, accept the responsibility to make slight nodifications to the Umo
stand. "

He said there were no conditions attached to the proposal by the
Chi nese-based parti es.

"We di scussed the proposal forwarded and we reached a conprom se,"” he
sai d.

He said the nodifications did not affect Tam | schools and applied only
to Chi nese school s.
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