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Gaya- BN
BN RETAI NS GAYA W TH Bl GGER MAJORI TY, KEADI LAN CANDI DATE LOSES DEPCSI T

KOTA KI NABALU, Cct 12 (Bernamm) -- Barisan Nasional (BN) retained the
Gaya parlianmentary seat with a 11, 923-vote najority, alnmost a threefold
i ncrease as conpared to the 1999 general election, in the by-election
t oday.

BN s candi date Li ew Teck Chan, 54, who is vice-president of Sabah
Progressive Party (SAPP), polled 15,639 votes against 3,716 by his cl osest
rival H ew King Cheu of DAP.

Anot her candidate Christina Liew, 50, fromParti Keadil an Nasi onal
(Keadi | an) coul d only nmanage 2, 613 votes and | ost her RVb, 000 deposit.

Christina needed at | east 2,746 votes to keep her deposit.

The results were announced by Returning Officer Alijus Sipil at 9.15pm
Liew s winning majority is a stronger mandate fromvoters than the
4,117 secured by BN in the 1999 general election despite a nmuch | ower voter
turnout of 44.73 per cent this tinme as conpared to 58.14 per cent in the

| ast general election.

The bigger majority has proven true the anticipated i ncrease in support
for BN following the return of Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS) to the coalition
in January.

A total of 22,100 of the 49,427 registered voters in the constituency
cast their ballots at 22 polling centres since they opened at 7. 30am

According to the Electi on Commi ssion Secretary Datuk Wan Ahrmad Wan Qmar
the voter turnout in this by-election was anong the | owest ever recorded in
the country's by-election history.

Among the main reasons for the | ow turnout was voters having noved to
ot her areas, he said.

A check by Bernama showed a hi gher voter turnout in Malay and
non- Musl i m Bumi putera majority areas conpared to predom nantly Chi nese
ar eas.

Pol i ng, however, proceeded snoothly. The El ecti on Comm ssi on has
descri bed the canpai gning as the cl eanest ever for a by-el ection.

The Maksak Hall in Likas reverberated with a thunderous appl ause from
BN supporters as soon as Alijus announced the results.

BN conponent party | eaders hailed the results as proof of the solid
support fromthe people to the ruling coalition.

Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, in his speech,
t hanked voters in the constituency for giving a resounding victory to the
BN.

He al so thanked BN el ection workers for their hardwork in ensuring BN s
victory.

"I wish to take this apportunity to say that all the projects proposed
by Dat uk Yong Teck Lee (former Gaya MP) will be continued by the new MP,"
he sai d.

In his victory speech, Liew thanked Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad, Abdul | ah and BN conponent party | eaders for their trust
and confidence in picking himas the candi date for the constituency.

He al so expressed his gratitude to the voters for showi ng their
confidence in BN

"Thank you for voting BN...this victory is the victory of the people in
Gaya," said Liewto the thunderous appl ause from BN supporters.

Chi ef M nister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat al so expressed his appreciation to
the voters and his colleagues in BN, including | eaders fromthe peninsul ar



who cane to campaign in the by-election.

"My sincere thanks to all of you, to Umo national |eadership, Umo
Yout h, Wanita Umo and Puteri Ummo...thank you to all,"” said Chong, who is
al so Sabah BN chai r man.

The Gaya seat fell vacant foll owing the disqualification of Yong, who
is SAPP president, after he was found to have commi tted an el ection offence
in the 1999 state el ection.
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