08 MAR 2002
Mahat hi r - El ecti ons
BN W LL PERFORM BETTER | N THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON, SAYS PM

SIK, March 8 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad
t oday expressed confidence that the Bari san Nasional (BN) will perform
better in the comi ng general election.

"In the event that a general election were to be held at any tine, we
will performbetter than the 1999 general election,” hetoldreporters
after a meet-the-peopl e session here.

He said that this was based on the encouragi ng response fromthe people
Now.

Dr Mahat hir said that nany peopl e who were previously estranged from
Umo have nowreturned to the party and this was a positive indication

Earlier in his speech, the Prime Mnister said that all Umo nenbers
must go all out to canpaign for Malay unity in the next general election.

He said that this was vital to ensure that the aspiration to have a
strong Umo-| ed governnent to protect the position of the Malays in the
country was realised

"I'f Umo is weak, it will be difficult to esnure tha position of the
Mal ays and Islamin the country," he said.

The Prinme M nister called on the people to withdrawtheir support for
PAS whi ch he described as a party of traitors who were prepared to betray
I slam and t he Mal ays.

He said that PAS was prepared to do anything to nmake their dream of
wi nning the el ection conme true even if they have to resort to lies,
profanity and defamation and to | abel Umo nenbers as infidels.

"I hope that those in Sik will not nmake anot her m stake by voting for
an el ected representative who i s good at vulgarity," he said.

In the [ ast general el ection, PAS Datuk Shahnon Ahnad who wote the
controversial novel “Shit' won the Sik parlianmentary seat by defeating the
BN s Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hamid G hman.

Dr Mahat hir sai d that PAS was now putting up an act but at the sane
time accusi ng ot hers of doing so.

Conmenti ng on PAS' plan to record a pantoni ne which the party clainms
wi || depict what actually happened in Memali 17 years ago and distribute
t he recordi ng t hroughout the country, the Prine Mnister said: "PASis
actually putting up an act. The people are all too aware of PAS |ies and
deceit."

Dr Mahat hir al so said that Muslins throughout the world were weak and
oppressed by others due to | ack of unity anpbng t hem

"Conpared to the other races, they are strong because they were united
even though they are a minority in certain countries. W do not want the
Mal ays to al so be divided in this country," he said.
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