20 DEC 2002
Mahat hi r - BN
BN W LLI NG TO DI SCUSS PROPCSAL FOR EXPELLED BN REPS TO VACATE SEATS

KUALA LUWPUR, Dec 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today t hat any proposal for Barisan Nasional (BN) representatives who are
expelled fromtheir parties to vacate their seats will have to be referred
to the coalition's suprenme council.

"W will bringit tothe BNif such a matter is raised,"” the prinme
mnister told a nedi a conference after chairing the Umo suprenme council
nmeeting at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the BN chai rman and Umo president, said the
BN supreme council was schedul ed to neet next nmonth and woul d nake a
decision if the natter was rai sed.

He was replying to a question on the possibility of BN state
assenbl ymen or nenbers of Parliament having to vacate their seats if they
are expelled fromtheir parties.

Dr Mahat hir said the Umo suprene council neeting today di scussed at
| ength the MCA's decision to suspend two of its representatives for
abst ai ni ng fromvoting agai nst the DAP's notion to defer the Penang CQuter
Ri ng Road (POCR) project at the Penang state assenbly | ast nonth.

He said the MCA regarded the abstention by Jawi state assenbl ywoman Tan
Cheng Li ang and Dat uk Keranat state assenbl yman Li mBoo Chang as a seri ous
matter.

"Qur opinionis that although the action of a party nenber is the
party's responsibility, we regard these peopl e as representing the Bari san
Nasi onal and as such, the Barisan Nasional plays a role in determ ning
whet her the suspension is adequate,” he said.

He said he al so obtai ned new information on the incident.

Asked for Umo's stand on the matter, Dr Mahathir said that based on
the information avail able, the matter was a BN probl em

"This means that the matter is slightly different fromny earlier
announcnent and it nmust be referred to the BN and we (Umo) wi |l abide by
the BN stand,” he said.

Dr Mahathir had earlier said that he was | eaving the decision to the
MCA and the BNwas willing to reviewthe case if the MCAwanted it to make
t he deci si on.

Asked whet her the Umo suprene council was satisfied with the MCA' s
decisionto suspend its two representatives, he said: "The suprene council
consi dered the matter and decided that it should be referred to the Bari san
Nasi onal . "

Declining to disclose the newinformati on he had obtai ned on the
matter, he said: "It's not necessary...we have got newinformation and we
will submit it to the Barisan Nasional because we don't want this matter to
be t he subj ect of di scussi on which can influence the Bari san Nasional's
stand. "
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