31 MAR 2002
Ket ari - Reacti on
BN WNS ON SUPPORT OF ALL RACES, SAYS DPM

BENTONG, March 31 (Bernama) -- Barisan Nasional's (BN) resounding win
in the Ketari state by-election today shows that the people's confidence in
the governnent is increasing, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi sai d.

The Deputy Prinme M nister said the winning majority obtained today was
al nost 10 tines that of the 1999 general el ection, and support fromal
races had al so strengt hened.

"Al though the support in Ketari (South) and Perting was not enough to
overcomne the DAP (in these areas), it is clearly far better than that
obtained by us inthe last election,” he told reporters soon after the
results were announced here tonight.

Abdul | ah said the win was a victory for peopl e who want ed devel oprment
and an endorsenent for a | eadershi p which gave priority to security and
stability.

BN s Yum Ah Ha beat DAP's Choong Siew Onn by a mpjority of 2,204 votes
ina straight fight.

In the 1999 general election, BN s Datuk Loke Koon Kam def eat ed Choong
by a magjority of 231 votes. The by-election was called after Loke died of
cancer on March 3.

Abdul | ah, who i s Umo deputy president, congratulated Yumfor his
victory.

He al so thanked workers fromall BN conmponent parties, |PF and KI MVA
who had worked hard for the victory.

Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob gave an assurance that all
pl edges made by the BN during the el ection canpai gn woul d be fulfilled.

"This BN win by a big majority shows that the people accept the BN
government under the | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharad, " sai d Adnan, who is BN Ketari el ection director

Adnan said the strong support shown by the people would inspire the
Pahang government to bring nore devel opnent.

He al so thanked the BN el ecti on machi nery fromUmo, MCA M C, Cerakan
as well as the support from I PF and ot her non-governnental organisations
(NGOs) which had contributed to the victory.

Meanwhil e, the newy el ected Ketari Assenbl yman Yum Ah Ha pl edged to
carry out his responsibilities as required of an assenbl yman chosen by t he
peopl e of Ketari.

He t hanked Dr Mahathir for his trust on himas the BN candi dat e and
t hanked t hose who had given their support and cooperation which had led to
the BN victory.

"Al'l the problens faced by the people in the constituency will be
overcone as nuch as possible," he said.

Ger akan president Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k sai d he was happy with
the result and the bigger najority obtai ned which showed a 10-fol d i ncrease
fromthe 1999 general el ection, with support for the BNincreasing in every
pol ling station although BNIost in Perting and 50-50 in Ketari Tengah

"The best results were in Kanpung Janda Bai k and Genting Hi ghl ands with
78 per cent of the votes going to BN," he said.

He said in Benus, 73 per cent of the voters voted for BN, Ketari (70
per cent) and Ketari Selatan (60 per cent).

"I'n Perting, the support for BN showed an i ncrease conpared to the 1999
general election from28 per cent to 34 per cent," he said.

BN Yout h chai rman Dat uk Hi shamuddi n Tun Hussei n sai d the t hunpi ng wi n



by BN showed t hat the peopl e val ued t he BN concept of giving priority to
unity, harnmony and devel opnent.

"The BN Yout h' s approach of reaching out to the voters has obvi ously
paid off," he said in a statement.

He hoped that Yumwould live up to the expectati ons of the people and
woul d go to the ground to serve the people.

"I would like to take this opportunity to thank all voters in the
constituency for their support and the confidence they place inus," said
Hi shamuddi n, who i s al so Umo Youth head.

MCA deputy president Datuk Li mAh Lek said the success was proof of the
peopl e' s conti nued support for the | eadership of Dr Mahathir and BN s
concept of pronoting racial unity.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said the results indicated that
t he peopl e had pl aced a | ot of trust on the BN again, and this was due to
the strong | eadership of Dr Mahathir.

PPP presi dent Datuk M Kayveas said t he outcone showed t hat opposition
parties did not have vision to struggle for the country.

Choong sai d al t hough he was di sappointed to have lost for the third
tine, he was thankful to the nore than 4, 000 peopl e who voted him

DAP secretary-general Kerk KimHock said that fromthe outset DAP had
consi dered the by-election an uphill battle.

Kerk said that DAP had expected to | ose by about 1,000 votes, and in
t he worst-case scenario, 3,000 votes.

"The majority of 2,204 confirns our fear," he said.

He sai d DAP was di sappointed with the defeat but was happy that it
coul d maintain support inits stronghold in Perting.

He adnitted that the popularity of forner two-term Bentong Menber of
Parlianment Datuk Li mAh Lek had contributed to BN s wi n.

Ketari is one of four state seats under the Bentong parlianmentary
constituency.
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