25 MAY 2002
MCA- Li ng
LI NG DENI ES HE | S STEPPI NG DOWN

KUALA LUMPUR, May 25 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik tonight
deni ed that he i s steppi ng down as MCA presi dent and Transport M nister.

He said the runpbur about himgiving up his party and governnent posts
was spread by certain quarters with malicious intention.

"It isjust arunmour, it is not true," he told reporters at a hotel
here just before attendi ng the 33rd Kual a Lunpur Veget abl e Whol esel l ers
Associ ation anni versary dinner.

Dr Ling, who had just returned home after a three-day visit to the
Phi | i ppi nes, said the runmour had been circulating for sone tine.

"It just as good as a runour," he added.

Reporters had asked Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad about
t he runmour upon his arrival hone yesterday fromvisits to Japan and South
Kor ea.

The Prime M nister said he had not asked Dr Ling to resign and those
spreadi ng the runour had bad intention.
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