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By-elections will bring twists and turns of Malay politics to the

Shansul Akmar
ON the outset, the inpending by-elections in Pendang and Anak Bukit shoul d
be based on love and | ess of hate.

This is especially true for the Ml ays who went through al nost four
years of politics of hate which culmnated in the 1999 general election
and subsequent by-el ections.

The by-el ections in Pendang and Anak Bukit should actually see both Umo
and Pas trying to appeal to the nore benign sentinments of the voters.

For Umo, it is an opportunity for these voters to show their love to
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, whose announcenent to quit
two weeks ago shocked the nation

As it is, Umo vice-president Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin had said it out
| oud that he was sure the people of Pendang and Anak Bukit were as stunned
as the rest of the nation of news that Dr Mahathir was resigning.

To him the people in both constitutencies can translate their |ove and
support for Dr Mahathir by voting for the Barisan Nasi onal /Umo
candi dat es.

G ven the fact that both seats are in Kedah and Dr Mahathir is fromthe
State, it is surely not difficult for the voters to express such
sentinents.

But it is not as sinple for Umo.

The State and Parliamentary seats were previously held by the | ate Pas
presi dent Datuk Fadzil Noor, a nuch respected | eader in Kedah

To make Umo's task nmore difficult, Pas is expected to field Fadzil's
son and the sentinments for the late party president can very well sw ng
the votes in favour of Pas.

Alittle further, while Umo may hope voters will be sentinmental enough
to vote for their candidates based on their feelings towards Dr Mhathir,
Pas can be expected to try to negate such enotions.

As it is, Pas speakers have already started attacking Dr Mhathir and
his plans to pass on the mantle to his successor

For Pas, these seats are "liberated" territories, which nmeans they were
pl aced in the hands of Muslim"rulers” and should not be allowed to fal
back to I esser Muslins or those deened to be infidels.

Furthernore, the fact that these seats belong to their late party
president, the need to defend and retain them beconmes nore pressing.

Defeat for Pas in these seats may prove that its hopes of taking Kedah
in the next general election are nerely pipe dreans.

Al these aside, the by-elections should show whet her Umo had regai ned
some of its lost footing within the Malay el ectorate since the 1999
general el ection.

Al by-elections since 1999, from Sanggang to Ketari, were in
constituencies won by BN in the |ast general election.

Pendang and Anak Bukit will be the first contest for BN in opposition
hel d areas.

They are both Malay majority constituencies and should be a good
yardstick to gauge the sentinents of Malay voters.

Much as both parties are expected to ride on the wave of public

sentiments towards Dr Mahathir and Fadzil, the by-el ections should al so
see the twists and turns of Malay politics and issues pertaining to the
conmuni ty.

Wiile Umo will continue to share its track record with the voters, the



party can be expected to cone under a lot of attack over its recent
policies on education which affected Malay rights and privil eges.

VWi le Umo may explain the necessity for pronoting the use of English,
all owi ng 10 per cent intake of non-Milays into Mara Juni or Science
Col l eges and matricul ati on courses and neritocracy, its political opponent
can be expected to exploit themto their advantage.

However, before the battle is taken to the constituencies, the Ml ay
community at | arge shoul d understand these issues before taking sides.

For one, Pas had in the past been the strongest critic of Umo for
defendi ng Mal ay issues including rights and privil eges, Bahasa Ml ayu and
t he quota system

It describes all these as assobi yah or communal i sm whose roots are
linked to elenments of tribalism

But today, Pas |eaders seemto be in the forefront questioning the noves
by the BN Government and especially Umo for introducing these policies
whi ch Pas clains are affecting the position of the Ml ays.

It is actually quite weird for Pas | eaders to question, |let alone
attenpt to chanpion the Malay cause, when it had been the harshest critic
of Umo's struggle for Malay nationalism

In fact, Fadzil when announcing the broad outlines of Pas' Islamc State
during the party's general assenbly last nonth, identified neritocracy as
one of its agenda.

Unl ess, Pas has decided to shift its stand and policies follow ng the
change in the party | eadership.

It is against this backdrop that Umo and Pas are entering the contest
i n Pendang and Anak Bukit.

And in this arena, the worst of the Ml ay val ues can be expected to
show.

Despite clainms of loving Dr Mahathir, |obbying to be chosen as
candi dates within the Umo circle is intense.

Those not sel ected can be expected to refuse to help the chosen ones,
wi th some even going to the extent of sabotaging the candi dates' chances.

As for Pas, the task of choosing its candidate nay not be too nmuch of a
problem but as it has already started to show, there will be crude and
uncout h canpai gn styl es.

Al the talk of love and respect for each of their |leaders - Dr Mahathir
and the late Fadzil - will be of no essence.

These political animals will have no regard for anything that comes
between them and their political anbitions.

They will desecrate the | egacy of their |eaders, be they dead or alive.
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