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BONDS CAN FI NANCE COVMUNI CATI ONS | NFRASTRUCTURE, SAYS MAHATHI R

BANG , May 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d bonds
shoul d be considered as a non-traditional source of financing
communi cations network facilities in devel oping countri es.

This was in viewof the difficulties in getting funds for such
facilities in many markets, especially in devel oping countries, the prine
m ni ster said.

He said the use of bonds for this purpose could be considered in view
of the long-termand strategi c nature of investnents i n comuni cations
i nfrastructure.

"The relatively long lives of network infrastructure and their
potential to generate steadily rising revenues over ti me can nake them
attractive i nvestnent vehicles," he saidin his speech at the openi ng of
the Worl d Tel ecommuni cati ons Day 2002, here, today.

H s speech was delivered by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badaw .

The thene for this year's Wrld Tel ecomunications Day is "ICT For All:
Enpoweri ng Peopl e To Cross The Digital Divide".

The prine ninister said the bonds nodel coul d be extended to pay for
network i nfrastructure devel opment in renpte and rural areas to suppl enent
exi sting fundi ng nechani sns for the provision of universal conmuni cati ons
servi ces.

"We nust not forget that nany of our towns that thrive with comerci al
activities were once sl eepy hol |l ows before they were provided with the
basic utility services that linked themwi th the rest of the country,” he
sai d.

He al so suggested that property devel opers be encouraged to i nvest in
providing last m|e access infrastructure withintheir property boundaries
to speed up the access to informati on conmuni cati on technol ogy (ICT).

They should regard their investnent inthe last mle infrastructure as
t heir devel opnental and marketi ng costs because the readily avail abl e good
comuni cations i nfrastructure would stimnul ate sal es and make their
properties nore attractive to potential buyers, he said.

Last nmile facilities refer to final connectivity | eg between the core
br oadband backbone and i ndi vi dual custoners or that which connects a
particul ar network to end-users.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia wanted ICT for all of its people and was
providing the technol ogy as a first step to empower themto cross the
digital divide.

He, however, stressed the need for the people to have the desire to do
things differently and the will to | earn new ways of doing things to enable
themto cross the digital divide.

"You haven't crossed the digital divide if you have an e-mail address
t hat you never access; you haven't crossed the digital divideif you still
rely on your secretary to access and print your e-mails for you; your
organi sation hasn't crossed the digital divide if the information on your
website i s sel domupdated,"” he said.

The prinme nminister said that he was al so saddened to see that there
were countries that badly needed | CT and yet could not afford to pay for
themwhil e there were other countries that could afford themand yet said
t he noney was needed sonewhere el se.

"MIlions are spent on weapons that take the |lives of innocent



civilians as warring factions fight for territorial control.

"But there's no noney to provide basic comunication facilities for the
peopl e who desperately need them Were are our priorities?" he said.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia had gone a long way in putting the
infrastructure for |1 CT and under the Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan had al |l ocated a
sumof RMb. 159 billion for | CT-rel ated programres and proj ects.

He al so hoped that network facilities players in the country woul d now
focus on what they do best because the full-service providers that they
aspired to be in the past were becom ng an anachroni sm

"G ven the convergence of technol ogies, thereis a strong case for sone
of the existing full-suite service providers to pool their backbone and
access infrastructure conmpani es t hen can becone gl obal network providers in
support of grow ng nunmbers of Mal aysi an and Asean busi nesses operati ng
internationally," he said.
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