24/ 10/ 2002

“Qunaratna's book doesn't link BN to al -Qaeda’

KUALA LUWPUR, Wed. - Sri Lankan writer Dr Rohan Gunaratna need not
apol ogi se to Malaysia as his book did not indicate any |ink between
Bari san Nasional and the al -Qaeda terrorist network.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he had read the book
and found that Gunaratna did not say that the BN was |inked to al - Qaeda,
but to the Moro Islamc Liberation Front (MLF).

"Why shoul d he (CGunaratna) apol ogise. He did not say that ...it was the
United Nations' report which Iinked the BN to al - Qaeda.

"The book only said that the BN has sone contact with the MLF," he
said after closing a two-day sem nar on the gold dinar, here today.

The Prime Mnister was asked whether Ml aysia woul d ask Gunaratna to
apol ogi se for his remark in his book Inside al-Queda - G obal Network of
Terror, which said that the BN was |inked to al -Qaeda as quoted in a
United Nations nonitoring group report recently.

Dr Mahathir said the BN Governnment did have contact with the MLF
because Mal aysi a was hel ping the Philippine Government to resolve its
problenms in the south.

"In fact, they (the MLF) cane to Kuala Lunmpur and signed an agreenent
wi th the Philippine Governnent wi tnessed by representatives of Ml aysia
| ast year."

On whet her Mal aysi a shoul d apol ogi se to Gunaratna for accusing the
witer of tarnishing the country's imge, Dr Mahathir said: "W do not
apol ogi se to such people. He nmust be careful when he wites."

Dr Mahathir also said the UN had yet to respond to Mal aysia's protest
over the report.

Earlier reports said the Cabinet would recomend that the United Nations
Security Council disnmiss allegations contained in the report witten by
the Sri Lankan anal yst.

Mal aysi ans, angered by reports linking the BN to the al -Qaeda net
wor k, have denanded that the book be banned and Gunaratna be questi oned by
the authorities in Ml aysia.

Interest in Gunaratna's book in Ml aysia was sparked by a United Nations
Security Council's docunment which contained a chart of alleged al -Qaeda
activities in Southeast Asia.

According to news reports, the chart showed al-Qaeda's |links to, anong
others, Kumpulan MIlitan Ml aysia, Jemaah |slan ah, Abu Sayyaf and the
M LF.

The chart also inplied that the MLF naintained ideol ogi cal and
political links with the BN as well as other parties and organi sati ons.
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