04 DEC 2002
House- Open
BORDER GATES W LL STAY OPEN FOR HARI RAYA EVENT ON DEC 21

ALOR STAR, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Gates at the Ml aysi a-Thail and border in
Bukit Kayu Hitam near here, will likely stay open for 24-hours on Dec 21
in conjunction with Malaysia's Hari Raya Aidilfitri 2002 open house.

The Kedah Menteri Besar, Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, today said
border wi |l stay open to encourage Thai citizens to attend the event at
Taman Tasi k Bandar Darul aman, Jitra, from8pm

"We have al | owed TourismMal aysia t discuss with the Home M nistry
(KDN) and basically | agree the border gates shoul d be open for the whol e
day," he told reporters after chairing the nonthly executive counci l
neeti ng here.

The border gates are usually open for 12 hours daily and the state had
earlier appeal ed to KDN for the gates to stay open throughout the year.

Besi des the Yang Di Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin Syed
Jamalullail, the Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and f eder al
dignitaries, the Prine Mnister of Thail and and menbers of the Thai Cabi net
are due to attend the open house.

The Menteri Besar al so urged the ferry operators between Langkawi and
Kual a Kedah to extend their services until m dni ght on Dec 21.

"There is a possibility many dignitaries attending the function will
stay in Langkawi so we need the ferry services to extend beyond 8pm" he
sai d.

Various attractions have been organi sed i n conjunction with the open
house, including presentation by popular |local artistes |like Erra Fazira,
Siti Nurhaliza, KRUas well as Narumpu Chi vagkur and Sabchai Krai Yoon Sen
from Thai | and.
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