30 JUL 2002
LID-Arrive
BOTSWANA M NI STER ARRI VES | N LANGKAW FOR LI D 2002

LANGKAW , July 30 (Bernama) -- Botswana Fi nance and Devel opment
Pl anni ng M ni ster Bal edzi Gaol athe arrived here today to attend the
Langkawi | nternational Dial ogue 2002 (LI D 2002).

The m nister is the first anong the heads of state and governnent to
arrive here for the four-day di al ogue. Gaol at he and his del egation arrived
at the Langkawi International Airport at 9.28am

About 380 participants fromb56 countries will attend the biennial
dialogue initiated by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in
1995.

Anong t he heads of state and governnent schedul ed to arrive tonorrow
are Prime M ni ster of Lesotho, Pakalitha Bethuel Mdsisili, Mauritius Prinme
M ni ster, Aneerood Jugnauth, Nam bi an President, Dr Sam Nuj ong,

Vi ce- Presi dent of Seychelles, Janes Alix Mchel, and Deputy President of
Sout h Africa, Jacob Zuna.

Presi dent Paul Kagarme of Rwanda, Sudanese Presi dent Omar Hasssan Ahmad
Al - Bashir and Zi nbabwean Presi dent Robert Miugabe are expected to arrive on
Thur sday.

LI D 2002, fornms part of d obal 2002, which al so incorporates the South
African I nternational D al ogue (SAI D) and t he East African I nternational
Di al ogue (EAI D).

The di al ogue, which started in 1995, had received serious attention
fromdevel opi ng countries as it brought governnents and the private sector
t oget her to exchange views, ideas and find the best approaches to devel op
the countri es.

LI D 2002 expected to focus on terrorism global econony and soci al
i ssues wi Il be opened by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at
t he Pel angi Beach Resort in Pantai Chenang on Thursday.
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