20/ 06/ 2002

Umo cl ub nenbers assured about teaching of Maths and Science in English

UWNO deputy president Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi has assured Ummo
C ub menbers overseas that all necessary steps would be taken to ensure
the smoot h i npl enentation of the teaching of Mathematics and Sci ence in
Engl i sh next year.

He said the details were being worked out by the Education Mnistry and
t he Governnment woul d ensure the necessary franework was well in place by
next year.

"Teachi ng capabilities and all relevant books will be provided," he said
during a question and answer session with overseas Umo O ubs nenbers
after a luncheon at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

A menber had earlier expressed concern over how the Gover nnment was goi ng
to i nmpl ement the teaching of Maths and Science in English fromnext year

Abdul | ah, who is the Deputy Prine Mnister, said there had been those
who expressed their concern that the Ml ay | anguage woul d be negl ect ed
when this was inpl enent ed.

"There is no cause for concern. W will never let this happen and you
can rest assured that Umo will do all necessary to ensure this.”

He said the Governnent understood that such a nove required tremendous
effort and antici pated sone teething probl ens.

"Deci si ons have been nmade and alldetails had been scrutinised. There
will be sone problenms and we will be ready to resolve it."

He al so said students should pay nore attention to the use of
I nformati on Technol ogy as this was critical in ensuring the future
devel opnent of the country.

Al so present at the luncheon was Bari san Nasi onal secretary-general Tan
Sri Mohamed Rahmat.

Asked about threats fromforeign elenments, |ike the Kunpulan MIlitan
Mal aysi a, Abdul | ah said one could not expect Malaysia to progress in a
saf e, unchal |l enged environment all the tinmne.

"We cannot allow these outside factors to cocoon us. If this happens,
one day when we energe as a beautiful butterfly, we will find that we are
def encel ess and qui ckly swal | owed by the outside world,"” he said.

He said we nmust understand all that was going on around us.

"l am saddened with the KMM issue, sone of themare well-educated, but
they still chose to becone nenbers.

"Their beliefs were clouded and they lost all direction of what they
were fighting for.

"However, we cannot allow ourselves to becone pawns in a gl obal chess
gane where we are pushed around everywhere. We have to take the necessary
action, even if it requires the use of force."

Abdul | ah said even when the country was hit by the 1997 econom c crisis,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad stood his ground and in the
end, proved to the world what the country, under his |eadership, was
capabl e of .

( END)
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