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BROKEN HOVES HAVE HARMFUL EFFECT ON THE CHI LDREN, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t oday expressed concern that many Mal ay parents nowadays
do not have the right val ues and do not feel responsible for the upbringing
of their children

He said that broken honmes or unhappy famlies due to divorce of the
parents were nmore conmon anong the Ml ays.

"Islampermts marrying two, three or four but if you cannot be fair to
your wives, then marry one only," Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said
inhis policy at the Umo General Assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
here.

The prine mnister said he believed that many of those with nore than
one wife cannot be fair to their wives.

"Sonme divorce and sone don't take care of the |l ot of their w ves who
are not divorced, who bear the strains of enpti ons because they do not get
the proper treatnent as wves," he said.

He said that broken families or unhappy fam |ies cannot give a good
nodel for the children and cannot bring up the children well.

"I't is inmpossible for the father to give tinme and to attend to all the
children fromall the w ves, especially the one who is not the favourite,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said that even though there was no study nade of such
broken fam lies and the effect on their children, he knewthat with all
communi ties and foll owers of other religions, broken hones usually have an
harnful effect on the children

He said that if parents do not have a good cul ture and good val ues,

t hey cannot bring up their children with the right kind of val ues.

Even t hough there were many Mal ay parents who were good and
responsi bl e, he said, there was a minority, which is quite big, which was
not good by conparison to other comrunities.

"Whi |l e the parents of other comrunities control and oversee their
children so that they study at hone and in school, Mal ay parents do not do
so seriously.

"Certainly, other good values are not instilled effectively,” he said.

O her than the parents, he said, the influence on children was w el ded
by the teachers

The prime mnister said that in viewof the fact that 20 per cent of
t he nati onal budget was allocated to education and nore than 300, 000 or 30
per cent plus of the one m|lion governnent enpl oyees were teachers in
school s and ot her educational institutions, by right all children should
get good education including noral education.

"Truly, those who fail in this task, those who instead teach howto
make enem es and hat e other Ml ays and Muslins, those who do not sowthe
true val ues of Islam values that are all honourable, these people are the
betrayers of the religion and the Ml ays," he said.

The prine mnister said that he was convinced that if parents show good
exanpl es and the teachers carry out their responsibilities sincerely, nost
of the social ills anong the Mal ays coul d be prevent ed.

He said that it could not be denied that there were other factors that
contribute to the danaged noral of the Ml ays.

"Violence and immoral ity as shown in the pictures on the Internet and
tel evision contribute towards the noral coll apse. But this does not explain



why nore Mal ays are involved in social ills," he said.
"Inthis matter, we have to be honest and speak the truth.
"Only when we know t he real cause can we renedy the ills," he added.
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