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BUDGET 2003 TO FOCUS ON STI MULATI NG DOVESTI C TRADE, SAYS MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Sept 19 (Bernama) -- The 2003 Budget to be tabled tonorrow
will focus on efforts to stinmulate business activities inthe country, said
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

It will also give nore enphasis to primary school educati on and wonen's
devel oprment, he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so the finance mnister, said Mal aysi a was now
seeking to achi eve economc grow h fromgreater domestic economc
activities.

"So we don't have to depend a ot on foreign direct investnment (FDI),
even for exports and inports,"” hetold reporters after inspecting the final
preparations of the Budget at the Finance Mnistry here tonight.

To achi eve the goal of stinmulating donestic business activities, Dr
Mahat hir sai d t he gover nment woul d provi de tax and ot her incentives.

Dr Mahathir said that at present Mal aysia's trade was doubl e t hat of
its Goss Donestic Product, whereas in devel oped countries external trade
made up only 20 to 30 percent of the GDP.

"W are not seeking to reduce trade but to get other (activities) to
contribute (nore) to the GDP. And t hse ot her contri butions cone fromwithin
the country," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said nore attenti on woul d be given to the services sector
i ncluding tourism ports, transport and i nformati on technol ogy by creating
new busi nesses.

The prinme mnister said the 2003 Budget woul d al so provi de nore
all ocations to education at the primary school |evel, instead of the
tertiary level as was the case previously.

"This is because we feel that the noul di ng of the people's character
begins in the primary school," he said.

The prine mnister said greater allocations would al so be made for the
advancenent of women in view of their growing role in the country's
devel opnent .

"If we seeinthis (finance) mnistry, many of the staff and officers
conpri se wonen. So we want to nake bigger allocations in efforts to devel op
happy famlies,” he said.

On the preparations for the Budget, Dr Mahathir said everything woul d
be ready by tonorrow

"Al'l the docunents and reports are ready. Tonight we will do the
speech. But the mnistry assures us everything will be conpl eted tonorrow.
They wi Il work (overnight) until tonorrow norning," he said, addi ng t hat
the text of his speech woul d be "thicker" this tine around.

During the inspection, Dr Mahathir was acconpani ed by his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmad Ali and Deputy Finance M nisters Datuk Dr
Shafi e Sall eh and Dat uk Chan Kong Choy.

On the statenment by Opposition Leader Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang t hat
t he oppositi on had obtai ned help fromsenior civil servants todrawupits
"al ternative budget strategy for 2003", Dr Mahathir said the rel evant
authorities would take action if the clai mwas true.

"I don't knowif it's true or not. But if he had deliberately incited
the officers, that's an offence. Simlarly if the officers had exposed any
governnent secret, that's wong," he said.

The prinme mnister said such actions shoul d be avoi ded.

"I'f (there are officers) likethis, it'sdifficult torun a governnent.



Tonmorrow i f they (opposition) formthe governnment, they will find people
exposi ng everything they do, then they too will get angry.
"So don't do things that we ourselves don't |like to see happening to

us. It's not good...don't pay officers to get information and so on. That's
wrong, " he said.
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