20 SEP 2002
Budget - React i on (Abdul | ah)/ BM
BUDGET GOOD FOR ALL, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi has descri bed the 2003 Budget as "fantastic" and
beneficial to all as it does not inmpose any new t axes.

"Everyone benefits...no (new) taxes,"” he told reporters at the
Par | i ament | obby, here.

Prime Mnister and Finance M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir, when
tabling the budget today, had made several proposals which will reduce
gover nment revenue by not raising raising taxes at all

Abdul | ah said the prevailing tax collection system adopted by the Royal
Cust oms Departnent and the I nland Revenue Board (I RB) had proven effective
after being revised several years ago.

He said taxes still had to be collected as a formof contribution to
national incone.

"However it does not mean that we collect taxes only when we need noney
and when we don't need it, we don't collect," he said.

Meanwhi | e, Rural Devel opnment M nister Datuk Azm Khalid said the 2003
Budget was a whol esone budget for all sectors including the rural sector.

He said the budget this tine proposed a big sumof RM2.56 billion to
boost rural devel opnent and encourage "indi genous industry" fromthe rura
sector to further strengthen the national econony.

"I find it very exciting. Economnmic devel opnent in the rural sector will
be able to reduce their dependence on export revenue that is volatile," he
sai d.

Azm said the rural sector was able to produce raw materials for
processing into products which could yield incone if carried out on a big
scal e.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the "people-friendly"
Budget gave priority to the poor in the rural areas.

"I believe this Budget is people-friendly as every proposal nmade is to
protect the interests and future of the people,” he said.

Sanmy Vellu, who is also MC president, said the Budget would al so
i ncrease domestic investnments and boost efficiency in the government.

Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik, who is also Prinmary
I ndustries Mnister, said the incentives given for planting rubber trees
for wood woul d encourage conpanies in the plantation sector to allocate 10
percent of their land for such cultivation.

He sai d besides giving enphasis to the | owincone group, the governnent
continued to focus attention on education, particularly at prinmary and
secondary school |evels.

Yout h and Sports M ni ster Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein said the
RM27.5 nmillion allocated for the mnistry to boost extrene and notor
sports, speedboat races as well as yachting was i ndeed a nove to regain the
country's excel l ence in sports.

"Wt are proud as it is not easy to ensure that all our athletes exce
at international |evel but the allocation has proven that these | ocal
at hl etes are recogni sed and acknow edged, " he sai d.

The ministry is also allocated RML2. 3 million for upgrading its Rakan
Muda Devel oprent Programme, RMB00, 000 for entrepreneur devel opnent and
RMB0, 000 for the youth fund.
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