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BEFORE every Budget presentation nost people get the jitters about
expected bonb-shells in the formof additional taxes that every Governnment
considers a reliable device to replenish reduced revenue.

It is atruism and like nost truisnms often forgotten, that taxes have a
tendency to find the lowest level. In the |ast analysis, alnost all taxes
ultimately hit the common nman

But nothing of that sort was revealed in the 2003 Budget on Sept 20.
Even t he vague expectation that al cohol and tobacco could be victins of
addi ti onal taxation proved basel ess.

The Prime Mnister and Finance Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
presented a budget ainmed at gal vani sing every gamut of human endeavour in
the nation's nmarch towards Vision 2020.

As usual, the Qpposition branded the Budget as having lots of politica
sex appeal with an eye on the next general election

However, this Budget, to ny m nd, makes the comon man the beneficiary
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