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RAFI DAH- BUDGET/ BM
BUDGET STRENGTHENS COUNTRY' S ECONOMY, SAYS RAFI DAH

BEAUFORT, Sept 21 (Bernamm) -- International Trade and | ndustry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Azi z descri bed t he Budget 2003 tabl ed by Dat uk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i n the Dewan Rakyat yesterday as not only people
friendly but al so ai med at enhanci ng the country's resilience.

She said that the focus was not only on the econonmi c sector, industry
and trade, but al so on other inportant sectors |ike education, infornation
and comuni cati ons technol ogy and soci al .

Apart fromthat, the governnent had al so gi ven opportunity to the
peopl e to obtain nore i ncone, which they could use to spur the econony
t hrough t he one nonth bonus or a m ni mumof RML, 200, she said here today.

Earlier, Rafidah who is al so the Wanita Umo head, of ficiated the Umo
Beauf ort Gerak Mesra programre.

Rafi dah said: "The country's resilience woul d exi st when the private
sector is able to increase production and export its products.. with the
conpr ehensi ve Budget this tine, it is hoped that this woul d enhance t he
country's resilience to face future econonic chall enges. "

She al so thanked the Prine M nister, who is al so the Finance M ni ster
who had accepted al nost all the suggestions put forward by her mnistry.

"The suggesti ons were accept ed because they were realistic, can reduce
trade cost and able to generate the perfornmance of the small and medi um
scal e industries and i ncrease their export capacity," she said.

On the suggestion to turn Labuan into a Centre for Registration of
International vessels, Rafidah said that it was done at the right tine.

"This is a devel opnent whi ch has been expected. | amsure that the
governnent will provide the relevant infrastructure to turn Labuan into an
i nternational shipping centre,” she said. -- BERNAMA
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