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BUI LD UP CAPABI LI TY I N SHI PPl NG | NDUSTRY, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Siti Hawa O hman

NAGASAKI, May 22 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysi an shi powners and operators shoul d
build up I ocal capability and expertise required by the shipping industry,
Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d Wednesday.

As a country aspiring to play a greater role in the gl obal maritine
i ndustry, Ml aysi a needed to have a substanti al indi genous nerchant fl eet
owned and fully operated by its own nationals, he said after officially
nam ng Mal aysi a I nternati onal Shi ppi ng Corporation Bhd's (M SC) 14t h and
newest Liquefied Natural Gas tanker, Puteri Intan Satu, here.

The cerenony was hel d at the M tsubishi Heavy I ndustries Ltd (MH)'s
Koyagi Shi pyard.

Puteri Intan Satu is the first of six newPuteri Satu Cl ass LNG tankers
ordered by the national shipping conpany as part of its fleet expansion
progr anme.

In his address at a | uncheon to conmenorate the nam ng of the ship, Dr
Mahat hi r cormended M SC and ur ged ot her Mal aysi an shi powners and operators
to enul ate the conpany and build up | ocal capability.

He said: "Inthis regard, | would Iike to commend M SC for the
successful inplenmentation of its cadet training progranmmes which has
produced a pool of skilled Ml aysi an personnel to ensure the snooth,
efficient and safe operations of its ships."

Dr Mahathir said it was also gratifying to note that sone
Mal aysi an-made mat eri al s had been used in the construction of Puteri Intan
Sat u.

A conpany under the partial supervision of MH has been set up in
Mal aysi a to speci al |y undert ake t he producti on of the vessel's cargo tank
i nsul at ed boxes. Made from Mal aysi an pl ywood, these are critical and
speci al i sed conmponents of the LNG tanks.

Al t hough this constituted a small percentage of the total content of
t he tanker, the experience gai ned fromthis project woul d bring about
far-reaching benefits for Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister said the M SC had cone a long way since its delivery
of the first shipment of LNGfromBintulu to Tokyo Gas's Sodegaura Ter ni nal
in February 1983.

Froman initial fleet of only five vessels under the Tenaga seri es,

M SC has now expanded its LNG tanker fleet to 13 with a gross capacity of
1.36 mllion cubic netres.

The Tenaga series refers to a class of ships, nanely the B4 Puteri
Class. This makes M SCthe single | argest LNGfl eet owner and operator in
the world, representing about 10 per cent of the total world capacity.
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