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Mahat hi r-Touri sm
BU LD UP TOURI SM | NDUSTRY, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, May 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamaed t oday cal | ed for the need to further devel op the touri smindustry
intandemw th its encouragi ng performance.

The Prinme Mnister, who is al so Finance M nister, said the industry
could flourishw th the inclusion of conpetitive tourismproducts fromthe
heal t h, education, sports and environnental sectors.

"The tourismindustry has recorded encouragi ng performance despite the
set back follow ng the attack on the United States on Sept 11," he said
bef ore chairing the second Budget 2003 session at the Prine M nister's
Depart nent here.

Dr Mahathir said for the education sector, the country coul d devel op
into an international centre of educational excellence, whilein the
transport sector, Mal aysia had the conpetitive edge to evol ve as a hub for
bot h shi ppi ng and airline services.

"This is in tandemwi th our aspirations to assune the role of gl obal
pl ayer in the international market," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the agriculture sector also had potential for growh
by exploitingits strengths in research and devel opnent, bi ot echnol ogy as
wel | as devel opi ng the downstreamindustry for | ocal products.

For the manufacturing sector, the Prine Mnister said efforts should be
made to shift the enphasis fromel ectronic products to the creation of nore
di versified products based on | ocal resources.

"W need to penetrate new nmarkets that offer huge potential. W should
not nerely concentrate on traditional markets such as United States, Japan,
and the Euro regi on but we should strive to penetrate ot her nmarkets such as
Chi na, West Asia and Africa," he said.

Towards this end, the people needed to enhance their efficiency and
productivity by encouragi ng conti nuous creativity and i nnovationto enable
the country to conpete in the gl obal market, nore so with China's entry
into the Wrld Trade Organisation (WO).

Dr Mahathir said the country shoul d of fer products that were of high
quality, which were conpetitively priced, and which coul d neet i ncreasingly
sophi sti cated needs of the consuner.

Today' s di al ogue was attended by representatives from46 prof essi onal
organi sati ons, conpanies, as well as officials frommnistries and
gover nment agenci es.
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