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Bui | ders hope for mracle

Rachael Philip

MASTER Bui | ders Associ ati on Ml aysia (MBAM expects to see sone work

di sruption at construction sites this nonth as contractors try to repl ace
illegal workers sent hone under new Immigration |laws that take effect

t oday.

MBAM vi ce- president Patrick Whng said it will take at |east two weeks
for contractors to know if their applications for foreign workers have
been approved or rejected.

This faster approval is possible with the recent introduction of a green
| ane for foreign worker applications. The approval process used to take
bet ween four and six weeks.

Once approved, the workers will have to be brought into the country and
trained before they start work at the sites.

It is during this transition period, Wng said, that work at sone
construction sites may slow down or even cone to a halt.

"The procedure usually takes between four and six weeks. W have been
prom sed a shorter tinme. W are hoping it would nmean between two and three
weeks, " Whng said yesterday.

"We have taken down the contact nunmbers of our workers (sent back) as we
are hoping for a mracle," he said, referring to reports that Indonesian
Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri will bring up the i ssue when she neets
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad during his visit to Bali
next week.

"The green | ane does offer some formof solution. Before, it was tedious
and time consum ng for individual contractors to apply for permts for
their workers. But now, applications will be subnmtted to the mnistry
collectively on behalf of the contractors,” Wng said.

MBAM has forned a secretariat to receive pernt applications from
i ndustry players, which will be submitted to the authorities.

According to Wng, the first batch of "tens of thousands” of
applications were submtted on Monday.

On why contractors are only rushing now to apply for permts, he said
that they could not have nmet the deadline as the amesty was only granted
t hree nont hs ago.

"Contractors were also hesitant to apply as there were many
uncertainties at that time. They were al so hesitant because of the ban
i nposed on hiring I ndonesians as construction workers," he added.

The Imm grati on Act (Anmendnment) 2002 inposes stiffer penalties on
illegal immgrants as well as enployers harbouring illegals. These include
a jail sentence, fine or whipping.

The amesty period, fromMarch 21 to July 31, was to allow an estinated

two mllion imrigrants who were either illegals or those who have
overstayed to | eave the country without being prosecuted.
The only exceptions are for those still awaiting their papers, who have

a two-week grace period, and those who have purchased tickets for hone
valid in the first two weeks of August.
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