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Bui l di ng on diversity

OVER THE COURSE OF THREE DECADES, the World Econom ¢ Forum has grown from
hunbl e begi nni ngs as a European econom c conference into a unique, nulti-
st akehol der platformbuilt around 1,000 corporate nenbers. Beginning as a
sinple gathering in the Swiss Al ps, the Forum s Annual Meeting has becone
the prime gathering of world | eaders in business, governnent and civil
society to address the issues and chal |l enges confronting humanity.

To advance gl obal cooperation and support regional devel opnent, the
Forumturns its attention to the nost inportant regional issues through
its country- and regi on-based Summits. These neetings, held since 1977,
have hel ped to highlight the potential of energing markets and support
their integration into the world econony.

In 1992, the Foruminitiated the Europe/East Asia Economic Summit to
strengt hen econom ¢ and business |inks between the two regions. Fromits
i nception as a neeting of 400 participants in Hong Kong, the neeting has
grown into the region's forenost gathering based in Hong Kong and
Si ngapore, which were for many years Asia's nost international business
capitals. This year, the Summt noves to Kuala Lunpur in recognition of
the fact that it too has enmerged as one of Asia's nost vibrant places to
do busi ness. Moreover, given the supply of skilled | abour, support for the
I T and manufacturing sectors, and flourishing financial operating
envi ronnent, Mal aysia stands favourably in the region's growth picture.

The 11th East Asia Economic Sunmit will take place at the heart of this
econorny, Kual a Lunpur. Under the patronage of Prinme Mnister Mahathir bin
Mohamad, the Sunmit will be the forenbst annual gathering of Asian
busi ness | eaders and their counterparts from abroad, where they jointly
address common concerns and chal | enges.

This Summit will be co-chaired by prom nent businessnmen, nanely: Lee
Sang- Chul , President and Chi ef Executive Oficer, Korea Tel ecom Republic
of Korea; Mhd Hassan Marican, President and Chief Executive Oficer,
Petronas, Mal aysia; and Malcolm WIlianmson, President and Chief Executive
Oficer, Visa International, USA

The Sunmit will provide an excellent vantage point to assess the
critical econom c, business, trade and geopolitical issues facing the
region. Built around the thene Renew ng Asia's Foundations of G owt h:

Buil ding on Diversity, the programe conbi nes panel discussions,
brai nstorm ngs and interactive briefings. Arong the issues to be addressed
are:

* Economic Qutlook for the Next 6 to 12 Months
Free Trade and the New Round of Trade Tal ks
Terrorismand Its Inpact on Asia's Security
Rebui | di ng Asi an Conpetitiveness
Asia's New Ceneration of Leaders
Prospects for China and Japan
Technol ogy Qutl ook, and the Market for 3G Tel ecom Servi ces
Multi-ethnicity, Asia's Diversity, and the Role of Religion in Nation-
bui | di ng

* Cor porate Governance and Public Accountability

* The Future of the Asian Devel opnment Mde

* Reviving Asia's Capital Markets and Managi ng Bank Reform

* Socially Responsi bl e Asi an Corporations

The rapid growt h of gl obal conmunications, information technol ogy and
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i nternational business over the past decades has increased the need for a
di al ogue anmong all of society's stakehol ders around the key issues on the
gl obal agenda. The World Economi ¢ Forum provides a platformfor such

di al ogue at the global levels; the East Asia Economic Summt is built
along simlar lines, with specific focus on the opportunities and
chal | enges of Asia in the 21st century.
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