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Pol i ce- Phi l'i ppi nes
BUKI T AMAN TEAM GETS GREEN LI GHT TO MEET FI LI PI NA OVER RAPE CLAI M

By: Mohd Hai kal Isa

KUALA LUWPUR, Sept 16 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysian police have received
permi ssion fromManila to interviewa 13-year-old Filipinain the
Phi | i ppi nes over her clai mthat she was raped by a Ml aysi an pol i ceman at
an i nmmgration holding centre in Sabah.

"W have just been infornmed by the Philippine enbassy of the
permi ssion,"” Federal Cl D Deputy Director Datuk Misa Hassan sai d today.

"We wi |l make the preparations which include submtting the nanes of
our officers who will go there," he told Bernama when cont act ed.

Phi | i ppi ne Justice Secretary Hernando Perez said earlier today his
governnment was giving the necessary cl earance for Ml aysian police to cone
over and interviewthe girl.

The interview may i nclude the recordi ng of a statement fromthe girl
and formality of | odging a police report, Perez said in a statenment issued
in Manila.

Federal police recently set up a special teamheaded by ClI D Assi st ant
Director (Special Investigations) ACP Takbir Ahnmad Nazir to investigate the
Filipina's rape claim

The team which includes officers fromthe federal police sexual crines
and |l egal divisions, is still in Sabah and will |eave for Manila as soon as
it conpletes investigations there and all preparatiions have been nmade,
sai d Misa.

The 13-year-old girl was anong tens of thousands of Filipinoillegal
i mm grants deported fromMal aysi a recently.

Phi |l i ppi ne Presi dent d oria Macapagal Arroyo had witten to Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohamad asking for an investigation into the rape claim and
the Mal aysian prine minister in his reply vowed to probe the all egation and
puni sh anyone found guilty.

The Phi | i ppi ne anbassador to Mal aysia, Jose Brillantes, confirnmed that
Mani | a had granted permi ssion to a Mal aysia police teamto interviewthe
girl.

"There is an urgency for themto conduct the investigation,"” he told
Bernama. "I would like the teamto accelerate the investigation as well as
their departure to Manila."

Brillantes said the i nvestigationg nust be carried out quickly "as both
Kual a Lunmpur and Manil a are very cl ear about the matter".
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