16 JAN 2002
Mahat hi r - Knowl edge
BUM PUTRAS NEED TO MASTER KNOALEDGE TO DEVELCP, SAYS DR M

SERDANG, Jan 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t oday remi nded t he Bumi puteras that they will not enjoy the full
benefits derived by the country which plans to achi eve the devel oped nati on
status in 2020 if Bum putera students fail to master the various know edge.

He said it was crucial for Bum putera students to master know edge
fully because in the gl obalisation era, foreign powers would attenpt to
weaken the country.

Dr Mahathir said if Bum putera students did not gi ve enough attention
to naster the various know edge, they woul d becone | ess efficient citizens
and woul d be | ess able to devel op the country.

"This is certainly nmost unfortunate. For the Bum putera students, the
burden and responsibility of mastering knowl edge is greater than the
non- Bum put eras, " he sai d when speaking in front of nore than 5, 000
students and staff of Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM at a gathering here.

Dr Mahathir said that in a nulti-racial country |like Malaysia, if the
Bumi put era students failed to acquire know dge properly, they woul d becone
a backward soci ety and this woul d not contribute towards nati onal peace and
har nony.

The prime mnister said Bumi putera students, particularly those in
i nstitutions of higher | earning (IPT), shoul d acqui re know edge seri ously
by putting aside their political interests until they conpletedtheir
st udi es.

"Acqui re know edge and hi gh qualification before taking part in other
fields. Wth know edge and hi gh qualification, our participationinthe
other fields will be nore neaningful," he said.

In fact, said Dr Mahathir, mastering of know edge was part of the
religious obligation for Muslins.

"So, don't negl ect know edge whi ch contributes to the well bei ng of
Muslinms so that they will not be huniliated | i ke what is happeni ng now," he
sai d.

The prine mnister said he need not give the sane advice to the
non- Bum put er as because they gave attention to the mastering of the
know edge.

He said students who were interested in politics could indulge init
after conpleting their studies and using their own noney because the
governnent spent nuch noney to pay for the students' education

"Politics will always be there in the country...(so you can be
patient)," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said he was convinced that the Mal ays were as capabl e as
the other races in the country.

He al so said the task of the present generation was to ensure that the
situation inthe country was good, peaceful and devel oped when it was
handed down to the next generation

The prine mnister said when the country gai ned i ndependence, it did
not have even a single university, but there were now 14 public
uni versities and many nore private institutions of higher | earning and this
devel oprment was achi eved t hrough our own efforts.

"W have devel oped faster than other countries which achi eved their
i ndependence at the sane tine as we did," he said.
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