13 JUN 2002
Sany- Bri dge
BUM S TO GET | MPORTANT WORKS FOR SECOND BRI DGE, SAYS SAMY VELLU

PENANG, June 13 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has i nstructed that part of inportant works for the construction of
t he second Penang Bri dge be handed t o Bum putera contractors.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S.Sany Vellu said the Prine Mnister's
i nstructions woul d al | ow nore Bum putera contractors to be involved in the
construction of the 23km bri dge.

The second bridge that links the island with the mainland will cost RW
billionto build and is believed to be the | ongest bridge inthe world with
construction work to begin next year.

Speaki ng to the nedia after openi ng the Penang Bum putera Contractors
Associ ati on annual general neeting (AGVW) here, he said the instruction
woul d enabl e more Bumi putera contractors to be i nvol ved i n naj or projects.

Sany Vel |l u said the governnent had appoi nted two consul tant engi neeri ng
firms, one fromJapan and the other local, to comence with bridge
conceptual work schedul ed for conpletion in six nonths.

The project links the mainland wi th Batu Maung- Bat u Kawan.

Earlier during his speech the mnister said the mnistry was pl anni ng
to upgrade the tender offer qualification for F dass contractors fromthe
current RMLOO0, 000 to RMBOO, 000.

He sai d t he governnment was nonitoring several active contractors to
assi st in upgrading themto qualify for projects costing nore than
RML0OO, 000.

"There are not nmore than 5,000 conpani es out of 11,000 registered C ass
F contractors who are genuinely active with projects. This group will be
assi sted to procure projects costing nore than RMLOO, 000, " he sai d.

On the balloting for projects, Sany Vellu said he woul d i nstruct that
ball oting be carried out nonthly i nstead of quarterly which was currently
practi sed.

Comment i ng on shortage of skilled and experienced | abour in the
i ndustrial sector, he said a special committee chaired by Deputy Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi will be | ooking into the matter.

The committee, he said, would | ook i nto manpower problens faced by
contractors when foreign workers returnto their home countries upon expiry
of their permts.
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