19 SEP 2002
Court - Buni yani n
BUNI YAM N CHARGED W TH DEFAM NG MAHATHI R

KOTA BAHARU, 19 Sept (Bernamm) -- Kelantan PAS information officer
Buni yanm n Yaacob, who i s all eged to have accused Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohanmad of wat chi ng pornographi c video with his grandson, was charged in
t he Sessions Court here today with defam ng the prinme mnister.

The former Bachok MP pl eaded not guilty to the charge and was freed on
bai |l of RW7, 000 by judge Mohd Yazid Mustafa. Hearing was set for Nov 5.

Buni yam n, 56, who | ooked unwel I, arrived i n an anbul ance and taken to
the courtroomin a wheel chair.

Dressed in the green Kota Baharu Hospital patient attire, he was
acconpani ed by his wife Norhaiti Ibrahim a doctor and a nurse.

O hers included Kel antan PAS secretary Wan | smail Wan Jusoh, | egal
advi ser Taki yuddi n Hassan and i nformation chief Zul kifli Mamat.

A |l arge group of people, including PAS supporters, filled the public
gal lery.

Buni yam n i s defended by | awyer Karpal Singh while Wan Jawahir Harun is
hol di ng a wat chi ng bri ef for Kel antan PAS. Appearing for the prosecution
are DPPs Nordi n Hassan, Azm Ariffin and Dzul ki fli Ahmad.

Buniyamn is all eged to have made hi s accusati on agai nst Dr Mahat hir at
a ceramah at the Kelantan Islam c Centre here on the night of March 15.

I f convicted of the charge under Section 500 of the Penal Code, he
faces up to two years in jail or a fine, or both.

Karpal earlier urged the court to throw out the charge on the grounds
that it did not nmeet the requirenents of Section 131 of the Crim nal
Procedur e Code.

He poi nted out that the conplainant in the case was not Dr Mhat hir but
one Kamarul Bahrin Awang from Bunut Susu, Pasir Mas.

DPP Nordi n, however, argued that any nenber of the public can nake the
conpl ai nt based on whi ch an investigation can be carried out.

The judge accepted the prosecution's argunment, and rej ected Karpal's
obj ecti on.
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