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Burni ng of our Jalur Gem | ang unforgiveabl e

Dr Mohanmad Khir Toyo

THE sacril egi ous act of Indonesian denonstrators in burning our Jal ur
Gem lang and trying to overrun our enbassy in Jakarta is an uncivilised
act that cannot be forgiven.

Nevert hel ess, there is no need for us Malaysians to | ower ourselves to
their level in atit-for-tat reprisal, as nothing we do can make the
I ndonesi ans as a nation and as a people worse off then they are now

For me the burning of the Jalur Genmilang signifies the end of any need
for a "special relationship” between the two nations based on
commonal ities of race, religion, culture or |anguage.

In the future, the bilateral relations between both nations should be
based purely on the basis of our respective national interests.

I do not think a policy of "prosper thy neighbour" would be appropriate
in our dealings with Indonesia; a nore correct policy wuld be one of
cont ai nnent .

VWhat happens really begs the question why Ml aysia as a sover
ei gn and i ndependent nation cannot inplenent its | aws on |Indonesi ans, what
is so special about Indonesians that they should be i mune from Ml aysi an
| aws?

Real i stically, the Ml aysi an econony cannot perpetually afford to depend
on the input of cheap foreign | abour as the basis of growth.

We should instead strive for Total Factor Productivity to generate a
heal t hy and sustai nabl e grow h.

We should no | onger be apol ogetic in our relationship with |Indonesia;
the rel ationship on the basis of a senior brother to a junior brother
shoul d be henceforth term nated.

I ndonesians it seens are too proud to acknow edge that a nation such as
Mal aysi a that achieved its i ndependence nmuch | ater than |Indonesia and
achieving it not through a bloody revol ution but through peacef ul
negoti ati ons can be nore advanced and devel oped than them

Thirty-ni ne years ago when Ml aysi a was born, |ndonesia under the
conmmuni sti nfl uenced Sukarno opposed it and | aunched an armed confrontation
to scuttle it.

In a recent case when the Asean+3 secretariat was suggested to be hosted
by Mal aysia, it was vehemently opposed by | ndonesia which was afraid it
woul d overshadow t he Asean secretariat in Jakarta.

That is the level of selfishness involved.

The I ndonesian citizens and nation should realise once and for all that
all the problens besetting themsince the day of their independence on Aug
17, 1945 are caused not by others but by two glaring factors - first, the
I ndonesi an | eadershi p and second, the attitude of their people.

They shoul d ask why the changes in | eadership from Sukarno to Suhart oo,
from Suharto to B.J. Habibie, fromB.J. Habibie to Gus Dur and from Cus
Dur to Megawati have not been able to solve their myriad of problens as a
nati on and as a peopl e.

VWile in Mal aysia under the | eadership of the late Tengku until Dr
Mahat hir, progress has been nade by the nation and the people.

Al'l Ml aysi ans shoul d be thankful that efforts by left-I|eaning Ml ay
nationalists in yesteryears who sought independence through the
est abl i shnent of Indonesia Raya or Melayu Raya, a nmerger between what is
now Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a were unsuccessful; had they been successful,
today we would share in their msery.



I ndonesi ans proudly declare that their independence is the only true
i ndependence, as it was achi eved through a bl oody revol ution, not peacefu
negoti ati ons but they forget that in the time of Sukarno, the comunists
actual ly held sway over I|Indonesia and when Sukarno was toppled by Suharto,
the Americans held sway as he was backed by the West, in particular the
Uni ted States.

In 1997 when faced with an econonmic crisis the Indonesian state
abdi cated its independence and sovereignty, kneeling in the process at the
feet of the International Monetary Fund (1 M).

The advi ce by our Foreign Mnister for Malaysians to abstain from
vi siting I ndonesia should be heeded.

I f Mal aysi ans are consi dered unwel come guests and targets of abuse by
petty-m nded | ndonesian officials, than we should take our tourist ringgit
and busi ness el sewhere. W nust uphold our national dignity.

On our 45th anniversary, let us, Ml aysians of all races, use this
tragi c burning of the Jalur Gemlang as a focal point to strengthen our
nati onal unity, renew our dedication to ensure that our nation wll
forever enjoy peace, prosperity and stability.

Let us not allow our dignity to be sneared a second tine.

We nust strengthen our national defence; our patriots who wear the
uni form of the Ml aysi an Armed Forces nust be rightly equi pped and trained
for the nonment when their valour will be called upon to protect our
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