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Mahat hir-Vi sit
BUSY DAY FOR PM ON SECOND DAY OF H'S OFFICI AL VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA

By: Ami n Husaini Harun

SEQUL, May 23 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had a busy day today, the second day of his three-day official
visit to South Korea.

The tight schedule started with Dr Mahathir laying the weath at the
Menorial Tower of the National Menorial.

After the short cerenony, the prime mnister and his entourage
proceeded to the presidential palace, The Bl ue House, for the official
wel com ng cerenony by President Ki mDae-Jung.

In the col ourful cerenony, Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Kim inspected a
guar d- of - honour nounted by the various police and military units, sone of
themin traditional mlitary dress of yesteryear.

Dr Mahat hir was then i ntroduced to Korean dignitaries and | ater
i ntroduced his del egati on menbers to Kim

Anong themwere Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar,
International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz, Energy,
Conmmuni cations and Mul ti medi a M ni st er Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e and Kedah
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zai n Bar akbah.

Dr Mahathir is also acconpani ed by a 97- nenber busi ness del egati on.

After the official welcom ng cerenony, Dr Mahathir then signed the
Guest Book before proceeding for arestricted neeting with Kimat the
Audi ence Room

Inthe restricted neeting, the prine mnister was acconpani ed by Syed
Ham d, Rafidah, Mbggi e, Ml aysi an Anbassador to Korea Dat uk V. Yoogal i ngam
Forei gn M ni stgry Deputy Secretary CGeneral 1 Datuk Abdul Azi z Mohanmed and
under secretary of the ministry, Secretary Datuk Muhamad Noh.

The neeting at The Bl ue House ended with a del egation nmeeting with Dr
Mahat hir and Ki mheadi ng their respective del egati ons.

H s next schedul e was the | uncheon co-hosted by four nmajor business
associ ations -- Korea Federation of Small and Medi um Busi ness, Federation
of Korean Industries, Korea Chanber of Commerce and Industry and the Korea
I nternational Trade Associ ation at the Seoul Hilton.

At the luncheon, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing of seven nenoranduns
of understandi ng between five Mal aysi an busi ness entities and ei ght Korean
partners.

Besi des addressing the gathering, calling for greater Ml aysi a-Korea
cooperation in various sectors, he al so fiel ded several questions fromthe
participants.

He | ater visited the Hyundai-KI A Mbtor Research and Devel opnent Centre
at Hanyang, about an hour's drive fromhere.

After a short briefing, Dr Mahathir and his del egati on were taken on a
tour of the facilities there. He was al so shown t he vari ous nodel s of
vehi cl es produced by the two notoring giants, including several that were
exported to Mal aysi a.

From Hanyang, the entourage returned to the official residencce at
Hotel Shilla for a short rest before proceeding to The Bl ue House for the
st at e banquet.

The second day visit ended with a nedi a conference by Dr Mahathir
attended by about 40 representatives of various foreign and | ocal
newspapers and news agenci es in Korea.

Tonmorrow, the third and final day of his visit, Dr Mahathir will visit
the LG Chemical Investnent and the Satellite Technol ogy Research Centre



Initiative (SaTReGC ), both at Daej on about a 90 nminutes' drive fromhere.

Dr Mahathir will leave for home fromthe Chongju International Airport
at 1pm (noon Mal aysian time).
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