18/ 03/ 2002
Busy schedul e for PMin Germany

Ram an Sai d

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is scheduled to arrive in this Bavarian
capital today to begin a three-day official visit to Germany, ained at
pronmoting bilateral trade and investnent between both countries.

Various programres have been arranged for Dr Mahathir who is no stranger
to having such a tight schedule for his overseas trips.

Soon after arriving, the Prime Mnister will open the Ml aysi a- Ger man
Busi ness Forum at the Hilton Munchen Park, delivering a keynote address
entitled Realising a Vision: The Ml aysi an \Way.

The event, to be attended by 200 participants who are nostly Gernman
captains of industry and | eaders of the business conmunity, is jointly
hosted by the Miltinmedi a Devel opment Corporation and Asian Strategic
Leadership Institute in co-operation with the Mnich Chanber of Commerce
and Industry. The list of participating conpanies is inpressive, covering
al nrost all types of businesses.

International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and
Ener gy, Tel ecommunication and Miultinmedia Mnister Datuk Amar Leo Moggie
will al so speak.

Participants will also be shown a video presentati on on what the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation has to offer to Gernman conpani es.

Total trade | ast year between both countries stood at 5.9 billion euros
(RML9. 78 billion), with Malaysia registering a surplus in export of 919
mllion euros. The figure is expected to increase to 6.5 billion euros
this year, with Mal aysia's exporting products worth some 3.8 billion euros
to Germany.

However, on Gernan capital investnent in Ml aysia, a drop has been
forecast for this year from500 mllion euros |ast year to only 146
mllion euros this year.

FromH lton Hotel, Dr Mahathir will depart for the State Mnistry of
Econonmic Affairs, Transport and Technol ogy for a briefing on biotech
devel opnent by Professor Dr Horst Dondev, chairman of the board of Bi oMAG

Muni ch is the second | argest centre for bio-tech industry in Europe
after the United Ki ngdom

In the German capital, Dr Mahathir will meet |eaders fromthe
Bundesver band der Deutschen Industrie or the Confederation of German
I ndustries and Ostasiati scher Verein (QAV) or the German-Asia Pacific
Busi ness Associ ati on.

One of the highlights of the Prime Mnister's visit is the official
openi ng of the Ml aysi an enbassy at Klingel hoferstrasse 6, Berlin.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to call on German Chancel | or
CGer hard Schroeder, vice-chancell or and Foreign M nister Joschka Fi scher
and president of the German Bundestag Wl f gang Thi erse.

The Prime Mnister and wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali will al so
be taken on a city tour of Berlin to enable themto see the physical
devel opnent of the city since the reunification in 1989.

Among the | ocations are the Potsdaner Platz, which was Europe's busiest
square in the 1920s but was conpletely destroyed in the war and | eft
undevel oped until 1991; the East Side Gallery, a 1.3kmstretch of the
Berlin Wall which has been preserved as a nenorial; and Check Point
Charlie, a forner border crossing point.

Dr Mahathir will also visit Adlershof, Berlin's city of science,
technol ogy and nedi a.



It is a newdistrict to be redevel oped until 2010 with university and
research institutions, nedia conpanies, innovative technol ogy conpanies
and new residential quarters for 10,000 inhabitants.
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