23 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
THOSE WHO AGREE ON ENGLI SH MOVE ARE SI LENT, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 23 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that there are those i n the Chi nese conmuni ty who want
their children to master the English | anguage but choose to be silent on
the matter.

Referring to a news report today which reveal ed that thousands of
Mal aysi an Chi nese students were enrol | ed i n Si ngapor ean school s whi ch use
English as the nmedi umof instruction, he said this showed that they
concurred wi th the governnent's nove to teach Sci ence and Mat henatics in
English in schools in this country.

"This shows that there are people in the Chinese community who agr ee.
There are ot hers who do not agree.

"But the ones who agree do not say anything," he told a nedia
conference after opening the Mal aysi an Fel da Generati on Assenbly and
Synposi um here.

The report quoted the Federation of Peninsula Mal ay Students (GPMS)
presi dent Datuk Suhaim |brahi mas saying that the Mal aysi an students
enrol | ed t hensel ves at secondary school s i n Singapore for the sake of
getting their education in English.

The governnent has announced its intention to use English to teach
Sci ence and Mat hematics starting next year but the nove has rai sed concern
anong certain segments of the society, including Chinese educati onal groups
and political parties.
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