14 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r - Cabi net
CABI NET HAS SUCCESSFULLY STEERED NATI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Aug 14 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said
today that the cabinet | ed by himhas provenits ability to devel op and
admi ni ster the nation until it is admred by other countries.

The prinme mnister said the people did not know that the cabinet, which
met every Wednesday, was a bit rel axed with vari ous matters bei ng di scussed
and debat ed.

"Thi s cabinet of ours, which we know and others don't, is a bit
rel axed, nore rel axed than t he cabi nets of other countries. Sometinmes we
hear raucous |l aughter in the cabinet as if they are not serious and are
just attending a social function

"But whether or not we |augh or joke, the reality is that the cabinet
of this country has provenits ability to devel op and admi ni ster our
country until it is admired by other nations," he said at alunch to fete
Tan Sri Pandi kar Amin Miulia whose termas a cabi net m nister has expired.

Pandi kar Amin had to relinquish his post as Mnister inthe Prine
M nister's Department following the expiry of his termas a senator on May
19. He has served the maxi mumtwo terns as a senator from1987 to 1989 and
from 1999 to 2002

Dr Mahathir said the cabi net nenbers were sad t hat Pandi kar Am n, who
is 47, had had to relinquish his post although he is still keen to serve.

"It"'s difficult to pull ourselves froma post, especially in the
cabinet. It's very sad because the cabinet is the place where we determ ne
the fate of the nation and the people.

"As such, we nay feel nore isloated than usual and a retirenment is
sonet hi ng sad al t hough for sonme people, it is arelease froma heavy
responsibility," he said.

The prime minister said that he really appreciated the service, views
and advi ce given by every nminister in the cabinet.

W shi ng Pandi kar Amin well, he expressed the hope that he woul d
continue to be actively involved in politics and maybe be re-appointed to
t he cabi net through other nmeans Ii ke wi nning the el ection.

"God willing, when we need his help, | believe we'll get it and he
won't hesitate to help us in any way," he said.
- - BERNANA
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