23 JAN 2002
Bat u Caves
CABI NET RETAI NS BATU CAVES' POSTAL CODE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- The Cabinet agreed to maintain the
postal code for Batu Caves when the matter was brought to the attention of
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad by Works M ni ster Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vel lu today.

"The Cabi net agreed to maintain the post code and it's a good deci si on
and | thank them ™ Sanmy Vellu, whois MCpresident, told  reporters before
headi ng for the Barisan Nasional (BN) Suprenme Council neeting at the Putra
Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here.

He brought up the matter with Dr Mahat hir and Energy, Conmunications
and Multinedia M ni ster Datuk Anmar Leo Moggi e at t he weekly Cabi net
neet i ng.

The Sel ayang Muni ci pal Council decided to change the postal code of
Bat u Caves to Sel ayang and t he nove was strongly objected to by the I ndian
| eaders who feel that such a change woul d destroy the identity of the
popul ar tourist spot.

"Batu Caves is visited by mllions and the place is al so known wi dely
as a tourist destination through the postal code and | don't agree to the
change. These things shoul d not have taken place at all," he added.

The H ndu comunity has been naki ng annual pil grinmages to Batu Caves
during Thai pusamwhi ch falls on Mnday.

Meanwhi | e, Sri Maha Mari aman Tenpl e Dhevast hanamchai rman R Nadar aj ah
t hanked Sany Vel lu for taking up the inportant matter to t he Cabi net and
resolving it.

The tenpl e manages the Batu Caves tenpl e and t he Thai pusam cel ebrati on
at the venue

"The tenpl e managenent is very grateful to Datuk Seri (Sany Vellu) and
t he Cabi net for retaining the historical nanme Batu Caves," he added.
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