18 AUG 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
CABI NET TO STUDY COUNTER- PROPOSALS ON USE OF ENGLI SH

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 18 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad sai d the Cabinet will study counter-proposals on the nmove to teach
Sci ence and Mat hematics in English.

"We' || study everything," he said after attending the final of the F1
Power boat Wor| d Chanpi onshi p at The M nes Resort City near here today.

Asked when proposal s woul d be studied, the Prime Mnister said: "I
don't know yet, but we'll study."

He was asked to comment on several counter-proposals nmade on the
proposed teachi ng of the two subjects in English fromnext year, including
fromBari san Nasi onal (BN) conponent parties.

Yest erday, Gerakan rejected the nove to teach Science and Mat hematics
in Englishinvernacul ar primary school s and i nst ead suggested t hat English
t er mi nol ogi es be i ntroduced i n t ext books i n both subjects fromStandard
Four with some bilingual text to be used in Standards Five and Si x.

Ger akan presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k sai d yesterday that the
party's stand on the i ssue woul d be presented at the next Cabi net neeting
and t he next neeting of Chinese-based BN conponent parti es.

On Friday, representatives of MCA, GCerakan, Sabah Progressive Party and
Sar awak United People's Party di scussed the matter but failed to reach a
consensus.

Meanwhi | e, Umo Yout h chi ef Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n said t he
nmovenment woul d not stop anybody fromdebating the i ssue as long as it was
not used to fan enotions.

"Umo Youth itself at the early stage had voi ced concern on the aspects
of i mpl enentation, teaching manpower, whether it is adequate or not and t he
schedul e for inmplenmentation, and this we have di scussed with the education
authorities,” hetold reporters at the F1 powerboat event.

H shammuddi n urged all parties especially Chinese educati on novenents
not tolink the matter with irrel evant i ssues when debati ng t he subject.

"So, if you want to have proposals, you have ideas and how it can be
done and i npl enent ed better, nobody is stopping you fromdoing that. But if
you link that with racial and religious sentinents then it becones
dangerous," he said.

Asked whet her the governnment woul d be receptive to the
count er - proposal s, H shamuddi n sai d Educati on M nister Tan Sri Misa
Moharmad woul d be a better person to answer the question

"Knowi ng Tan Sri Musa, and what he has briefed the Cabi net, what we are
doing really is for the benefit of all races. Wiat we are doing right now
is to ensure that our youth and the future generations are able to use the
Engl i sh | anguage to get nore know edge.

"I't's not a question of the Chinese or the Malay identity; it's not the
i ssue of the Malay or the Chinese | anguage. But it is about questions and
realities that inthis world today, without a (good) conmand of the English
| anguage you are not able to absorb the available i nformati on that is out
there, that is the issue," he said.

H shamuddi n believed that the Education Mnistry would be willing to
listen to proposals that would help in the inplenentation of the nove.
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