03 SEPT 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
CABI NET W LL BE CONSULTED ON ENGLI SH MOVE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 3 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamaed sai d today that he will discuss with the cabinet the question of at
whi ch | evel English should be used to teach Sci ence and Mat hematics in
school s.

He said that this was due to the fact that there were those who were of
the viewthat it should start at the secondary-school |evel.

Speaking to reporters after opening a conference on taxation in Seri
Kenmbangan here, he said: "There are those who suggest that it should start
at the secondary-school |evel, there are al so those who suggest that it
shoul d start at Standard Four. So, we're still considering, we haven't
deci ded.

"OF course | nust discuss with my cabinet. This is not ny business,
thisis the Mnistry of Education's business. | cannot overrule them 'l
have to ask them™"

Dr Mahat hir was respondi ng to questions surroundi ng his neeting
yesterday with t he Associ at ed Chi nese Chanber of Commerce and | ndustry
(ACCCI M and seven nmmj or federations of clans and associ ati ons on t he nuch
debat ed nove by the governnent to teach the two subjects in English
starting fromnext year.

He said, nevertheless, it appeared that the mgjority of the Mal ays and
t he Chi nese, including | anguage experts, had accepted the i nportance of
English and the need to i nprove the standard of the | anguage.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said that whatever the decision would be, it
woul d not stop t he governnent fromequi ppi ng schools with conmputers and
ot her educati onal gadgets needed to i nprove the | earni ng of Engli sh.

The prine ninister was al so asked on the deci sion of the MCA Centr al
Committee on Aug 29 not to reappoint deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek as
chai rman of the party's disciplinary conmittee.

Dr Mahathir said: "Since Datuk Li mAh Lek hinself is enbroiled in
problens, it's definitely not suitable for himto becone t he chai rman of
the party's disciplinary conmittee.”

At the sanme tine, however, he said, there shoul d have been
consul tations anmong the parties i nvol ved on who shoul d be in the conm ttee.

"But there are various accusations that consul ati ons were not held. |
don't know, this is MCA's problem | don't wishtointerfere,” he said.

- - BERNAMA

MAM ZS RM



	CABINET WILL BE CONSULTED ON ENGLISH MOVE, SAYS MAHATHIR (Bernama 03/09/2002)

