14 AUG 2002
Uni versity-Integration
CALL FOR RACI AL | NTEGRATI ON TO START | N PRI MARY SCHOCLS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 14 (Bernama) -- Universiti Ml aya (UM Vice
Chancel | or Prof Datuk Dr Anuar Zaini M Zain today called for racial
integration to begin in primary schools in efforts to create nore
under st andi ng anong the country's nulti-racial society.

He said the primary schools woul d be the best stage to educate children
on the inportance of unity anong the peopl e.

"It will be easier for themwhen they reach the universities and upon
entering the enpl oynent sector if it (racial integration) begins in
school s," he said after opening the synposiumon "The role O Universities
i n Agenda 21: Buil di ng Partnershi ps" here today.

Dr Anuar Zaini saidif there was no unity, then students would face
chall enges in the globalisation era as for themto advance, their
association in society nust not belinmted to only certain races.

He said this when asked to coment on the statenment by Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad yesterday that the gover nment woul d not
allowracial polarisationto continue in schools and universities.

"The Prine Mnister's words nust be taken seriously. The comments have
deep neani ng. Hence, we should take it as a challenge and jointly deal with
the issue," he said.

Dr Anuar Zaini said until nowracial polarisation still existed anbng
uni versity students

He said the problemdid not only invol ved UMbut al so other |oca
uni versities as well.

"This (problenm) is not only between the Ml ays, Chinese and | ndi ans but
it al so happens anong t he Mal ays t hensel ves. Sone of themdo not mi x around
and prefer to stay in cliques," he said.

Dr Anuar Zaini said racial polarisation was a universal issue and can
be influenced by factors within the university or that fromoutside.

"We have found that outside parties are trying to influence the
students for their political interest,"” he said.

Dr Anuar Zaini called on the students to be open-ninded and practica
when enbracing the racial integration concept.

"W do not want to see m sunderstandi ngs anong the races,” he said.
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