18 AUG 2002
Zahar ah-Unity
CALL FOR UNI'TY CLUBS | N SECONDARY SCHOOLS

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 18 (Bernanma) -- The National Unity and Soci al
Devel oprment M nistry today called for the setting up of unity clubs to
foster relations anong students of various races in secondary school s.

Its Mnister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man sai d despite efforts to
formunity clubs in universities, there was a need to have such clubs in
secondary school s to prevent racial pol ari sation anong students.

Tal ks woul d be held with the Education Mnistry to identify schools for
i mpl enent ati on of the pilot project, Siti Zaharah said after | aunching the
"fly the Jal ur Gem | ang" canpai gn i n Taman Junbo, Petagas, near here today.

"W (ministry) want the schools or their principals toinitiate the
setting of these cl ubs.

"We do not wish to force the programme (on any parties). The inportant
thing is to encourage the setting up of unity clubs in secondary schools to
encourage i nteracti on anmong students of various races," she said.

Asked on whet her the progranme woul d be expanded to primary school s,
Siti Zaharah said:"The focus nowis to boost racial integration in
secondary school s".

On Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call for the setting
up of unity clubs in universities, she said the mnistry would assist in
maki ng the aspiration a success.

"W will goto the universities and hol d dial ogues with their students,
we recei ve good cooperation fromthe universities' adm nistration," she
added.
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