29/ 06/ 2002

Call to postpone next year's Umo polls

| POH, Fri. - Umo suprene council nenber Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di has
urged the party to postpone its elections schedul ed for next year unti
after the general election.

He said priority should be given to the general election where Umo
woul d have a nore inportant task, including to west Kelantan and
Ter engganu from Pas.

The post ponenent of party elections, he said, could also avoid in-
fighting in the party.

Ahmad Zahid said the party's constitution allowed the triennial election
for the posts of president, deputy-president, vice-presidents, Youth and
Wanita chiefs and suprene council nenbers to be delayed up to 18 nonths.

Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob yesterday said that the
supreme council had not decided whether to go ahead or postpone the party
el ecti ons next year as the matter was not brought up by the del egates at
the just concluded 56th Umo general assenbly.

Meanwhi | e, Ahmad Zahid, who is Bagan Datoh MP, clainmed that the Asian
Val | Street Journal's report on Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi was
mal i ci ous and was written to underm ne his | eadership.

"The report is purely specul ative and has no basis ... they have accused
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad with simlar allegations
before,” he said after chairing Syarikat Mjuperak Berhad' s 25th AGMV
yest er day.

The ASW on Wednesday quoted an unnaned anal yst as sayi ng that
Abdul l ah's new role mght lead to the return of wi despread favouritismin
busi ness and he m ght use the position to expand his political clout in
t he "patronage-driven" Umo party.
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