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Asean- Preparation
CAMBODI A PREPARES TO WELCOVE LEADERS TO EI GHTH ASEAN SUW T

By: Abdul Min Mjid

PHNOM PENH, Nov 1 (Bernanmm) -- The Canbodi an capital of PhnomPenh is a
hive of activity as it prepares to wel cone regi onal |eaders to the Eighth
Asean Sunmit, the first ever to be hosted by this |Indo-Chinese country
since it joined the grouping in 1999.

In the run-up to the two-day sunmit thened "Towards a Comunity of
Sout heast Asi an Nations" begi nni ng Monday, Asean senior officials have
started a series of preparatory neetings to map the way forward for the
region as a security blanket is thrown over the city.

The | eaders of the 10 Asean nenber countries will be joined in Phnom
Penh by their counterparts from China, Japan and South Korea for the
acconpanyi ng Asean+3 Sumit as well as the sumits between Asean and each
of the three countries invol ved.

Apart fromenhanci ng econom ¢ cooperation, Asean | eaders are expected
to give special focus on efforts to fight terrorismin aregion jolted by a
spat e of bonbi ngs by suspected terrorists on the I ndonesian resort island
of Bali and Zanmboanga in the Philippines | ast nonth.

Asean watchers will be keen to know how t he | eaders propose to dea
with the issue which has arguably affected i nvestors' sentinment towards
Sout heast Asi a and sl owed down t he nunber of tourist arrivals to holiday
destinations across the region.

Mal aysia will be represented by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Moharmad who is scheduled to arrive in Phnom Penh on Sunday.

In the various tal ks and di scussi ons, Kual a Lunpur is expected to
continue to persuade other Asean nenbers on the need to set up the Asean+3
Secretariat in the Mal aysian capital to coordinate and nonitor all the
activities and projects involving the grouping and t he three East Asi an
power houses.

According to an Asean Secretariat docunment, Asean and China will sign a
framewor k agreenent on econoni ¢ cooperation that paves the way for a free
trade area (FTA) within a decade.

The proposed Asean- Chi na FTA was endorsed at the Asean-China Sumit in
Brunei in Novenber |ast year.

In addition, the | eaders of Asean and Japan are expected to endorse a
decl aration to commence consi deration of a framework agreement towards the
establ i shment of the Asean-Japan Cl oser Econom c Partnership

Asean and Japan continue to be inportant trading partners with trade
vol ume bet ween both sides totalling US$108.4 billion in 2001

And for the first time, Asean will convene a sunmit meeting with India,
seen as a great narket for Asean products and a good tradi ng partner

Meanwhi | e, soon after his arrival here on Sunday, Dr Mahathir will be
whi sked to the Chak Angre district where he i s schedul ed to open a power
pl ant owned by Canbodia UWilities Pte Ltd, a subsidiary of Malaysia's
busi ness groupi ng, Leader Universal Hol di ngs Bhd.

The prinme minister will then return to Phnom Penh where he will neet
nmenbers of the Mal aysi an community in Canmbodi a before attendi ng a working
di nner for Asean heads of state and governnent.

Asean was forned in 1967, conprising initially its foundi ng menbers --
Mal aysi a, | ndonesi a, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. It was | ater
joined by Brunei, Vietnam Laos, Myanmar and Canbodi a.
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