03 JUL 2002
Mahat hi r - Pendang
DR M CONFI DENT BN CAN FACE OPPOSI Tl ON | N PENDANG, ANAK BUKI T

KUALA LUMPUR, July 3 (Bernama) --The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned, t oday expressed confi dence t hat the Bari san Nasi onal wil |l
regai n the Pendang parlianentary seat and the Anak Bukit state seat in
Kedah fromthe opposition in the up-comng by-elections for the two seats.

"W can neet the opposition party even though this is an opposition
area," he said on arrival at the Subang air force base after a brief
vacati on in Europe.

Dr Mahathir is the BN Chai rman. The El ecti on Conmi ssion (EC) has fi xed
July 10 for nom nation of candidates and July 18 as polling day for both
seats. The by-el ections are being held foll owi ng the death of PAS President
Dat uk Fadzil Noor who was the incunbent in both seats.

The Prine M nister who was asked about el ection preparati ons when he
had just arrived fromoverseas obliged reporters by expressi ng confi dence
that the BN was ready to face the el ection.

"I amsure the party election nmachinery is ready and party policies
have not net with problens," he said.

In the General Election of 1999, Fadzil beat the BN candi dat e Dat uk
O hman Abdul with a 2,934-vote najority in Pendang.

In Anak Bukit he obtained a 1,840-vote nmajority against the BN s Dat uk
Abdul | ah Hasnan Kanmar uddi n.
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