19 JUN 2002
Canada- Muslim
CANADA KEEN TO DI SCUSS MJSLI M CHRI STI AN | SSUES

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernanme) -- Canada is interested to participate
in discussions on MuslimChristian issues, its Secretary of State
(Asia-Pacific) David Kilgour said today.

"W are absolutely conmitted to diversity and freedomof all
religions,” he told reporters at the Canada Day reception here.

Currently, there are 600,000 Canadi an Muslins but the nunber was
growi ng qui ckly, he said.

Ki | gour said he had di scussed various topics, including the
Muslim Christian issue, with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
during their hour-1long discussions at Dr Mahathir's office today.

He said Dr Mahathir was the key person to the dial ogue on the issue.

He expressed the hope that Dr Mahathir woul d be able to visit Canada
next year.

Dr Mahat hir di scussed current issues on Islamduring his neeting with
t he Head of the Roman Cat holic Church Pope John Paul Il at Vatican City
early this nmonth.

Earlier, Kilgour visited Cyberjaya, which he described as a renarkabl e
undertaking that fostered a know edge- based econony in Ml aysi a.

He said his country was also a | eader in the Information and
Comuni cati on Technol ogy of the new century and there seenmed to be nuch
roomfor cooperation between Kual a Lumpur and Ot awa.

Ki | gour said he also spent tinme at Universiti Putra Malaysia in
Ser dang, di scussing ways to i nprove |inkages bet ween Mal aysi a and Canada,
post -secondary institutions, research centres and the private sector.

He sai d Canada wi shed to see a surge i n Mal aysi an students studying in
Canadi an uni versities.
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