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Case of the errant MCA duo seens |ike a recurring bad dreamfor BN

Shansul Akmar
THE case of the two errant MCA Assenbl ynmen seens to be |like a recurring
bad dream

At least, that is how a Barisan Nasional Youth |eader sees it.

I ndeed, if he thought he would be waking up to | ook forward to a
beautiful day after the MCA presidential council nade its decision on
Monday, he guessed w ong.

The deci sion by the council to suspend the duo - LimBoo Chang (BN- Dat uk
Keramat) and Tan Cheng Liang (BN-Jawi) - indefinitely, only seenms to
prol ong t he ni ght mare.

As it is, Gerakan |eaders have descri bed the decision as a farce while
some Umo | eaders are wondering what "indefinitely"” means.

The crux of the matter is actually very sinple. It is the manner and
reaction to the matter that has led to the whol e thing becom ng
ni ght mari sh

The chronol ogy of events started when Limand Tan decided to abstain
fromvoting agai nst an Qpposition notion seeking to defer the Penang Quter
Ring Road (PORR) project in the State Legislative Assenbly on Nov 21

The action ruffled numerous feathers especially Gerakan, which is
| eadi ng Penang on behal f of the BN as well as Umo, the senior partner in
the coalition. Both parties called for expulsion as the two were viewed as
havi ng breached BN di sci pli ne.

Their argunments were sinple - they had been briefed by Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon during a pre-council neeting on how they shoul d
vote and that the BN whip is on, neaning that all BN representatives mnust
vote in one voice

To them al so, there was a precedent in Sabah in 1996 in which two
CGer akan Assenbl ynmen Kong Hong M ng and Jahid Jahi m were expelled for
sim | ar offences.

The matter woul d have ended there and then if the MCA | eadership had
acted |ikew se.

However, the MCA | eadership decided to drag the issue, sone arguing that
they had acted according to their conscience and reacting to the
expectations of their constituents.

This led to Koh questioning the basis on which the conscience had cone
about to the two when their constituencies were not affected by the PORR
proj ect .

Furthernore, Koh pointed out that several other MCA Assenbl ynmen whose
constituencies were affected by the project were voting consistently with
the coalition.

Then Umo came into the picture when party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, after chairing its supreme council, said the party was
of the opinion that the two MCA Assenbl ynen shoul d be sacked.

He al so said that the BN could take the necessary action against Limand
Tan.

The MCA presidential council chose to pass the case to its disciplinary
board which in turn decided to seek clarification fromKoh on the absence
of eight BN Assenbl ynen during the Nov 21 incident.

The action sparked anot her round of indignation, with Koh and ot her
Cerakan | eaders arguing that the case was about the duo abstaining and not
about the absence of other BN Assenbl ynen.

Amid all these, MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik decided to



speak out and said that the BN should not get involved in the disciplining
of the two as the coalition had no power to do so.

Reacting to this, Dr Mahathir came out with a strong rem nder for the
MCA, that the BN might not have any power to discipline individual nenbers
of its conponents, but it did have the power to deci de which party
bel onged to the coalition.

Agai nst this backdrop, MCA | eaders were insinuating that Umo was
practisi ng doubl e- st andar ds.

VWil e no one was prepared to cone out openly, the reverberations were
| oud enough to be picked up in which the party was questioni ng why Ummo
did not expel its own Assenbl ynen in Terengganu who had abstai ned during
the tabling of the Pasled State Government hudud Bill in the State
Assenbl y.

To them the four Umo Assenbl ynen had acted against the party and BN
stand whi ch opposed the Terengganu | aws whi ch had been pointed out to be
as much of a "crinme" as what the MCA duo had conm tted, but which had been
i gnor ed.

But several Ummo | eaders pointed out that although the four had
abstained, their "crime" was committed w thout affecting the BN

"Firstly, they were in the Opposition and the State Governnment was not
under BN. Secondly, they are not subjected to the BN whip as they are
supposed to cone up collectively with their own devices in dealing with
affairs in the State.

"The Federal BN cannot inpose its whip on their State Assenbl ymen and
there is no State BN whip. If there is any kind of whip, it is anong
t hensel ves and they had chosen to abstain collectively.

"Finally, their action cannot bring about the downfall of a BN State
Gover nment when Terengganu is ruled by Pas,” one Umo | eader said.

It is, however, not the sane with Assenblynen in BN-|ed states.

"Let's say it was an MCA-rul ed state. Wat if Gerakan and Ummo
Assenbl ynen decided to vote not according to what had been agreed in a
pre-council neeting and voted according to their so-called conscience. It
could lead to the downfall of the MCA-led Governnment. That is the
significance of the action of the two errant MCA Assenbl ynen," said an
observer.

That established, the action of Dr Ling to question the power of the BN,
attenpts by sone MCA |leaders to drag in actions of Umo Assenbl ynen in
Terengganu and the MCA disciplinary board' s letter to Koh, only serve to
ensure that the party loses nore goodwill fromthe coalition | eaders.

Now it has decided to announce the indefinite suspension of the two
Assenbl ynen whi ch had i ndeed gone agai nst the suggestion by Dr Mahathir
who is, apart from being the Umo president, the BN chairman.

"MCA, instead of being enraged, enbarrassed and angry with the action of
the two, had been dragging their feet and trying to undermnmi ne Umo and
Ger akan, " sai d another senior Umo | eader.

Now BN has to deal with the indefinite suspension, which to the | eaders
other than from MCA, is unclear and not reflecting sincerity.

"The | east the MCA could have done was to specify the tine-frame of
their suspension and that the two will not be renom nated as candi dates
for the next general election.

"Furthernore, the MCA should informthe BN chairman first of its
deci sion. Much as Dr Ling may feel that the BN had no power to get
involved in disciplinary matters of its nmenbers, he should at | east
realise that it is the BN chai rnman who decides and signs the letter of
candi dacy of who gets to contest under the coalition's banner," said an
observer.

On this, a md-level MCA | eader shared her displeasure over the stance



and the manner in which the party handl ed the case.

"l believe the tinme has cone for BNto reviewits constitution to ensure
that elected representati ves who contested under the coalition's banner
can be disciplined and not be left only to the discretion of the conponent
parties.

"What we saw is truly a nockery to the cooperation in BN. When it cones
to winning election, it is a collective effort and contri bution.

"However, when a nenber of a component party m sbehaves, opinions of
partners are not taken into consideration. Punishnent taken is not only
i nadequate but also an insult to the conponent partners who are equally,
if not nore affected, by the indiscipline," she said.

The whol e i ssue may cone to pass and woul d be forgotten over tine.
However, it is clear, based on the reactions of sone of the |eaders of
conponent partners, that the episode had eroded quite a | ot of goodw ||
they had for the MCA

They will not lose sleep over it. But it would be a recurring bad dream
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