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"Formality elections' to endorse MCA CC nenbers for another three-year

Chow Kum Hor

MONTHS ago, the battle cry was sounded and strategi es devised for the
final showdown tonorrow when MCA central del egates converge follow ng a
protracted split in the party. But a war will not take place.

Instead, the 2,805 delegates will go through what has been dubbed a
"formality election” by endorsing the 1999-2002 central comittee nenbers
for another three-year term

Status quo for the party's office-bearers at the divisional, State and
national levels is part of the MCA peace plan. It works on the prem se
that no vacancies neans no jostling for posts and hence no reason to
fight.

Vacanci es, especially in the Youth novenent, where nmenbership is
restricted to 45 and bel ow, should be filled through negotiations.

Bef ore the peace accord, which was made public on April 23, Team A and
Team B | eaders were at each other's throats.

Team A refers to the faction |l ed by president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Si k while Team B was headed by deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek

At the height of the crisis, dissent and dissatisfaction were displayed
by flying chairs, circulating malicious VCDs and even threats of bodily
har m agai nst political opponents.

"Sonme senbl ance of sanity has returned to the party because of the peace
plan. | cannot imagi ne what woul d becone of the MCAif the fighting had
dragged on," said a former MCA MP

The peace plan was originally drawmn up by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad who is al so Bari san Nasi onal chairman but was inpl enmented
wi th some anendnments by the MCA central conmittee

Wth so nuch at stake, especially for aspirants to party posts, the
peace accord also has its share of critics.

Firstly, the elections steering conmttee, determned to ensure a single
list of office-bearers, struck out all nom nations by challengers - a nove
deened unconstitutional

"Extraordinary tines called for extraordinary political solutions,"”
steering conmttee chairman Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said.

Incidentally, Dr Ling had earlier rejected a proposal to postpone the
party polls to after the next general election because it was, well,
agai nst the party constitution.

In fact, Dr Ling's political secretary and the private secretary to
Yout h head Datuk Ong Tee Keat, were nonminated for posts in the Youth
novenent and this resulted in contests.

This has given rise to criticisns that if top party |eaders could not
even stop their aides fromcontesting, grassroots |eaders could not be
bl amed for not abiding by the peace plan

The unhappi ness i s understandable. For the aspirants, |arge suns of
noney has been spent on potential delegates to woo for support, ranging
from hol di ng sunptuous dinners to overseas trips.

Wth the no-contest ruling, the "investnent” will not be recouped.

For Team A, with the party machinery at its disposal, their hopes of
crushing TeamB in the el ections were shattered. For the grassroots, the
peace plan had denied them of their denocratic right to vote and contest.

Thi s unhappi ness has been mani fested in several ways. In the Kapar
di vi si onal election, challenger Khoh Siew Ki mbrought his own ball ot
papers and "defeated" the incunbent chairman



O the 310 del egates who attended the neeting, 226 voted for Khoh, who
incidentally is also the forner private secretary to Ting.

In Muar, dissatisfied menbers burnt the party constitution during the
di vi sional neeting while the Sel angor Youth assenbly saw a 40-m nute
shouting nelee and flying mneral water bottles.

A MCA central conmittee nenber said at best, the peace plan had given
some breat hing space to the warring factions and all owed themto heal the
wounds. "Wat happens next is anybody's guess, especially since Team B has
bought some nuch-needed tine."

A Sel angor MCA assenbl yman di sagreed. He said had it not been for the
peace plan, the situation could have been much worse and the cool i ng-of f
peri od had al |l owed reason to prevail.
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