14 OCT 2002
Mahat hi r- Engl i sh
DRM |'MDI SAPPO NTED OVER PECPLE' S REFUSAL TO ACCEPT EDUCATI ON PLAN

KUALA LUWPUR, Cct 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today he i s di sappoi nted over the attitude of some peopl e who do not want
to accept the governnent's plan to devel op the country's educati on system
by using English to teach Sci ence and Mat henati cs.

The Prinme Mnister said the governnent's plan was not to victin se
anybody but to see nulti-racial Ml aysians noving together in achieving
bal anced progress in educati on.

"But what has happen to ny race? our race," he asked when opening the
Federal Territory Barisan Nasional (BN) Convention at Putra Wrl d Trade
Centre (PWIC) here.

He said the people should be pragmatic and not be too enptional in
determ ni ng what is best for themand the country.

"Think. Al though we nust have enotions and | ove for sonething but think
of the comopn sense. Don't | et your enptions cloud your judgenent," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir, who is BN chai rman, said Ml aysians were free to practise
their respective cultures, religions and nother tongues.

Nevert hel ess, with the rapi d advancenent in know edge, every race mnust
sacrifice to ensure the masses were not | eft behind, he said.

"W know this is the Science and Technol ogy era and Sci ence and
Mat hemati cs are i nportant subjects which we can |l earn in our own | anguage
but the know edge i n ot her | anguages i s beconi ng advanced at a rapi d pace
to the extent that we cannot catch up," he said.

Dr Mahat hir sai d many books and journals in various fields witten by
experts are bei ng published but Ml aysi ans cannot benefit fully because
they are witten in English.

"I adnmit we have adequate words for translation and i f not enough, we
can create words but to create words, we need three skills.

"I'f we want to translate fromEnglish to Bahasa Mal aysi a, we nust be an
expert in English and Bahasa Mal aysia as wel|l as the field concerned.

"We can do it but can we translate all the know edge bei ng used now?"
he asked.

Dr Mahat hir chided the attitude of certain quarters who were
apprehensive that their children would | ose the racial identity by | earning
Engl i sh.

"W will not becone Englishmen just because our children |learn
English,” he said, citing hinmself as an exanpl e of a person who had st udi ed
in English streambut still had Mal ay characteristics.

Dr Mahathir said if changes were not nade, the governnent's plan to
turn Mal aysia into a devel oped country in 2020 woul d not materialise.

"Even if we nake it, it will be only half-way, the other half wll
remai n poor," he added.
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