11 JUL 2002
Abdul | ah- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATH R A SUCCESSFUL LEADER, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, July 11 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badaw
said today Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i s a | eader who
has succeeded i n maki ng Mal aysi a a peaceful and stable country.

The deputy prime mnister said Dr Mahathir was al so committed to
ensuring a snooth transition of power in the governnment and political
stability when he steps down.

Dr Mahathir had told himthat a successful |eader was one who could
| eave behi nd a good and stabl e gover nnent when the tine came for himto
retire," he sai d when opening the seventh public service conference at the
National Institute of Public Administration (Intan) in Bukit Kiara, here.

He said the prime mnister told himthis in a conversation with him
when he (Abdul |l ah) was the foreign minister.

Dr Mahat hir announced recently that he would be quitting his political
and government posts after the Organisation of the Islam c Conference (O C
Summit in Cctober next year.

Abdul I ah, who was touched to be naned by Dr Mahat hir as his successor,
saidthe prime mnister's decisiontoretire was probably pronpted by his
success inturning the country's econony around and ensuring that the
country continued to enjoy political stability.

Abdul I ah hoped that all parties, especially the public adm nistration,
woul d continue to preserve peace and stability in the country to ensure
t hat Ml aysi a continued to progress.

"Qur country will not be really devel oped wi thout political stability.
Political stability paves the way for the adnministrationto run efficient,”
he said.

He said the comm tnent of the enforcenment agencies, especially the
police, was also inportant to ensure continued peace.

He said his responsibility when he takes over the hel mof the country
was a chall enging one for him

He appreciated all the support given by various parties includingthe
Admi ni strative and Di pl omati c Servi ce Associ ation and hoped that the public
adm ni stration would continue to provide efficient serviceintheinterest
of the country and people.

Abdul | ah prai sed t he associ ation for organi sing today's conference to
di scuss gl obal i sation and future chall enges because it is a topic that the
deci si on-nmakers must be familiar wth.
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