08 APR 2002

UWNO YOUTH BACKS ABDULLAH AS DR MAHATHI R S SUCCESSOR - H SHAMMUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, April 8 (Bernanma) -- Umo Youth concurs with party
vi ce-presi dent Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak i n supporting Datuk Seri Abdul | ah
Ahrmad Badawi as the successor to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned.

Its chief Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein said the novenent was
confident of a snooth | eadership transition besides preserving party
stability to ensure Umo remai ned rel evant to pursue the welfare and rights
of the Mal ays.

He sai d PAS had started a canpai gn to discredit Abdul | ah's | eadership
as what they did to Dr Mahathir previously because PAS was confi dent that
Abdul | ah woul d take over fromDr Mahathir.

PAS attacked Abdul |l ah's | eadershi p because they want to take revenge on
hi mfor inposing the ban on public ceramah by all political parties, he
said in a statenent today.

"PAS' cheap political gimrick is only effective anong PAS nenbers who
have a cl ose mi ndset and do not read ot her newspapers except Harakah and
Har akah-onl i ne, " sai d H shanmuddi n, who i s Youth and Sports M nister.

Har akah, PAS' official organ, recently published the findings of a
survey on Dr Mahat hir's successor whi ch showed Abdul | ah was in third place
after Najib and Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, anot her Umo vice-president.
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