11/ 08/ 2002

Si ngapore paying closer attention to the rising voice of Islam

SI NGAPCRE i s understandably attentive when it conmes to i ssues connected to
Islam be it across the Causeway or in the region

This is probably because it is anxious to maintain the equilibriumin a
predom nantly Chinese society with a sizeable Muslimmnority, given its
brushes with di scord between the races in the distant past.

The Straits Tines last week mirrored the republic's pre-occupation wth
Islamand its practice in the region with several articles shoring up the
belief that its brand of the religion was the nost practical for 21st-
century Singapore.

Last Sunday saw the newspaper quoting generously froma speech by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at the International Forum on
I slamin Kuala Lunmpur |ast nonth.

Witer Richard Lim comenting on what is being seen as the Mislim
renai ssance anong sone quarters, referred to Dr Mahathir's "call to
Muslinms to change their mndset and val ues..."

Tying this with Singapore Berita Harian editor Guntor Sadali's | ast
Wednesday call that noderate Muslins should make their stand known, he
said non-Milins should also nmake an effort to understand Musli ns.

Instead of saying "let the Muslins sort out their own problens. The
i ssues are just too sensitive", his pragmatic suggestion was that non-
Musl i ms shoul d seek to know nore about |slam

The bottomine, according to him was: "Singapore being such a smal
pl ace, one conmunity's problens are al so those of the other conmunities.”

Quntor's statenent also elicited a response from Si ngapore Mislim
Affairs M nister Yaacob |brahi mwho was reported in the Straits Tines as
saying that Muslinms in the republic had |ong practised a tol erant form of
I sl am

Echoing Lim he said this brand of Islamcould not be allowed to stay
quiet in these unsettling tines.

The Straits Tines quoted himas saying that noderate |slam nmust be
reasserted to "counter external elenments pushing for a nore rigid
interpretation of the religion"

Anot her side to Singapore was revealed in a story later in the week
whi ch saw journalist Lee Huay Leng providing a bird s eyeview of Singapore
society after a three-year sojourn in Hong Kong.

"I nmpressed and di sturbed" by what she saw in Singapre, she wondered
aloud i f Singaporeans were just too confortable for their own good.

The week ended - with a toast to Singapore in conjunction with its
Nati onal Day - and with Newater, the concoction that the republic is
"selling" to its people in a bid to wean itself of dependence on Mal aysi a
for the life-giving commodity.

There was nmuch ado about water in the republic with the highlight of
Nat i onal Day cel ebrati ons bei ng Si ngaporeans uncappi ng bottles of Newater
to wet their whistle.

Their verdict of the water which comes fromdonestic and toilet run-off?
A positive thunbs-up with some declaring it tasted "sweeter than tap
wat er" .

This rousing response to Newater was a far cry fromwhat was reported
recently in a poll of Singaporeans - a large mnority said they would be
sticking to mneral water or the like.

The gung- ho approach to Singapore's |atest mass-nmarket product comes on



the heels of the republic's decision not to renew one of the water deals
wi th Mal aysia which expires in 2011.

Si ngapore has indeed proven that one man's effluent can be another's
dri nk.
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