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CEASE HI GHLI GHTI NG | SSUE OF RACI AL SEGREGATI ON | N SCHOOLS, SAYS PM

SHAH ALAM March 29 (Bernanma) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday advi sed the various parties to refrain fromfurther
hi ghlighting the i ssue of racial segregation in schools.

"I feel that there is no need to highlight the matter. People sonetines
make mi stakes, " he told a news conference after opening the Sel angor
Bari san Nasi onal convention here.

"We'll have to consider that an apol ogy may be enough...why fight," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to comment on the intention of two
headnasters to file a RML nillion defamation suit agai nst the Nationa
Uni on of the Teachi ng Profession (NUTP) and its secretary-general, Datuk N
Si va Subramani am

He regarded it nore as an attenpt to get noney out of it and shoul d not
be pursued.

The prine minister said that he did not think that the NUTP had
conmtted a grave mistake by claimng that there was racial segregation in
210 schools in the country.

"The peopl e who are nore guilty are those who oppose efforts to bring
t oget her students of the various races," he said.

Si va Subramani amhad al | eged that racial integration was |acking in
several schools but "in actual fact, he was w ong".

Dr Mahathir al so said that he could not see the i mage or reputation of
any party affected by the all egation.

He was al so asked to comrent on a call that he intervene in the
i nfringenent of copyright issue.

Dr Mahat hir said that the governnent had taken vari ous nmeasures
i ncl udi ng i ncreasi ng t he nunber of enforcenent of ficers, intensifying
rai ds, banning the sal e of pirated conpact discs (CDs) and seizing mllions
of ringgit worth of CDs.

He said that the governnent was aware of the problens faced by artistes
but efforts to overcone the probl emwoul d not be easy as there were parties
still operating the business.

Anong the factors that could thwart such efforts were weaknesses in
enforcenent and al so the difference in the prices of genuine and pirated
CDs.

However, Dr Mahatir said that reduction of prices of genuine CDs m ght
not be easily i npl enented as recordi ng conpani es need to recover their
capital outlay whereas pirated CD producers need not pay a thing.
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