07/ 12/ 2002

Cel ebrating Raya with prayers, open house

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Muslins nationw de cel ebrated Hari Raya Aidilfitri by
of fering prayers in nosques and ot hers hosting open house for relatives
and friends.

Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Raja Pernmai suri Agong
Tuanku Fauzi ah attended Aidilfitri prayers at the National Msque and were
acconpani ed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Dat uk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Al so present were Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
and his wife Datin Seri Endon Mahnood and Muslim di pl onats.

After the prayers, the King and Dr Mahathir exchanged greetings with the
publi c.

In Putrajaya, around 100, 000 people thronged Seri Perdana to neet Dr
Mahat hir and Dr Siti Hasmah at their open house.

The heat and | ong queues did not deter the crowd fromthe opportunity to
shake hands and wi sh them Sel amat Hari Raya.

Cabi net nmenbers and their wi ves, Barisan Nasional |eaders, nenbers of
Qpposition parties, government officials and others were also present to
extend their greetings to Dr Mahathir and his wife.

At the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here, nearly 20,000 people called on
Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and Datin Seri
Endon Mahnood at their open house.

In Johor Baru, about 15,000 people visited Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul
Ghani O hman at his official residence, where he extended his greetings to
al |l Ml aysi ans and urged everyone to cherish the peace and prosperity
enj oyed by the country.

In Kual a Terengganu, Sultan M zan Zai nal Abidin and his consort
Permai suri Nur Zahirah performed Aidilfitri prayers at the Ladang Mosque
and | ater visited the royal nausol eum

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang read the Aidilfitri sernon and
| ater acconpani ed the royal couple to the mausol eum

In Kota Baru, Sultan Tuanku Ismail Petra and Raj a Perenpuan Tengku Anis
joined their subjects in performing Aidilfitri prayers at the Mihamuadi
Mosque in the town centre, before proceeding to |Istana Bal ai Besar where
t he public exchanged Hari Raya greetings with them

Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nik Mat perforned Aidilfitri prayers
at Pul au Mel aka and had his open house at his residence in the sane area.

In Kual a Kangsar, Sultan Sultan Azl an Shah and Raja Permaisuri Perak
Tuanku Bai nun performed Aidilfitri prayers at Ubudi ah Mosque.

Joi ning themwere Raja Miuda Perak Raja Nazrin, Raja DiH lir Raja Jaafar
Raj a Muda Musa and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli CGhazali and
dignitaries.

The royal couple later held a reception at Istana |Iskandariah while
Tajol Rosli and his wife Datin Seri Kamari ah Mokri held a open house at
their official residence at Jalan Raja DiHilir.

In Negri Senbilan, Yang di-Pertuan Besar Tuanku Ja'afar Tuanku Abdul
Rahman and his consort Tuanku Naji hah Tunku Besar Burhanuddi n recei ved
guests at Istana Besar Sri Menanti, Kuala Pilah while 5,000 people
attended Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Isa Abdul Samad's open house at Jal an
Taman Tasek.

In Mal acca, foreign tourists expressed amazenent at seeing so many
peopl e being treated to free food at the open house.



"Quests are not only being treated to good food but are al so given
noney.

"I"ve never seen anything like it anywhere in the world," Norwegian
tourist Lars Holnme, 33, said at Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhd Ali
Rustam s open house at Bukit Perringit.

Earlier in the norning, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnmad Shahabudi n
| ed thousands of Muslinms in prayers at Masjid Al -Azimand | ater hosted an
open house at I|stana Ml aka.

In Kangar, nore than 3,000 people thronged Istana Arau to greet Perlis
Regent Tuanku Syed Fai zuddi n Putra Sal amat Hari Raya.

In Kuantan, 5,000 Muslins joined Sultan Ahnmad Shah, Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Adnan Yaakob and Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob in
perform ng prayers at the Sultan Ahnmad Satu State Msque.

About 15,000 visitors streanmed into Dewan Jubli Perak Sultan Ahnmad Shah,
near Adnan's official residence, for an open house.

In Kuching, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abang Muihammad Sal ahuddi n j oi ned
3,000 Muslinms for Aidilfitri prayers at Masjid Janmek in Petra Jaya.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, Sarawak Tourism M ni ster Datuk
Sri Abang Johari and other State dignitaries were present.

Later, Tun Sal ahuddin and his consort Toh Puan Norki ah hosted an open
house at the Astana in Petra Jaya while the Chief Mnister and Puan Sri
Laila Taib held open house at Stadi um Perpaduan also in Petra Jaya.

In Penang, Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas attended
Aidilfitri prayers at the State Mdsque with 2,000 peopl e.

In Jakarta, Openg Onn of Bernama reports that about 300 Ml aysi an
Muslinms | ed by Mal aysi an anbassador to I ndonesia Dat uk Rastam Mohamed | sa
and wife Datin Norizan Sul ai man perforned prayers at the enbassy today.

After that, they enjoyed food and cookies served by the enbassy staff as
t hey wi shed each other Selanmat Hari Raya.

In the evening, Ml aysians residing in the enbassy apartnments co-hosted
a dinner in the conmpound for Ml aysians and | ocal friends.

For dozens of Mal aysi an students in Surabaya, the capital of East Java
province, Hari Raya was celebrated in a nodest way.
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